
Salem Lutheran Church 
  

  Our Vision:   
To be a congregation of disciples proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.  

 
  Our Mission:   

To Glorify God in all that we do, reflecting His love to our community and the world.  
 
 

 7900 S. Apopka Vineland Road, Orlando, FL  32819 
 Phone: 407-876-4000; Fax: 407-876-1084 
 E-mail: info@salemlc.net 
 Website: SalemLC.net 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
December 9, 2007 The Second  Sunday in Advent  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new 
beginning.  As the darkness increases we turn toward the light of ChristÕs coming.  For Christians he is 
the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth.  We 
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the LordÕs table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Prayer And Meditation  
 
 Gathering in christ 's presence  
  
 Spiritua l Emphasis: Ò Living with Hope Ó 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome In Christ!   
                         
* Order of Confession And Forgiveness  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Cong.:  Amen. 
Pastor: The time of ChristÕs coming is at hand; the day is drawing near. 
Cong.: A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” 
Pastor: Lest that day surprise us unprepared, let us confess our sins to God our Father, 

imploring him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us his promised 
forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection 

 
Pastor:  Most merciful God, 
Cong.: we confess that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. We 

tend to trust in our own history, our ancestry, our past accomplishments.  We 
fail to bear good fruit, and we are helpless to free ourselves.  We beg your 
mercy for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, who will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 
 



 
Pastor: He who is coming has come!  His birth among us brings us light; his death for our 

transgressions brings us life.  For his sake our sins are forgiven. 
Cong.: May the God of hope fill us with joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. 
Pastor: Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
Cong.: Amen. 

 
  
*   Advent Hymn  ÒOh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel Ó LBW #34 
 

Cong.:  O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
* Greeting  

Pastor: From the one who was, who is, and who is to come:  
Grace and peace be with you all. 

Cong.:  And also with you.  
 
 
* Advent Litany w/Lighting of Advent Wreath      

Pastor: We light two candles. 
Cong.:  And we pray for unity. 
Pastor:  We light two candles. 
Cong.:  And we envision the day when the leopard will lie down with the lamb. 
Pastor:  We look forward to the arrival of GodÕs Son, the little child who will lead us. 
Cong.:  Come to us, O Child of God. 
Pastor: We await the time when all people from all walks of life will join hands to praise 

the Lord. 
Cong.:  Come to us, O Child of God. 
Pastor: We seek to be drawn closer to you, O Lord, when we come together as the family 

of God. 
Cong.: For you have said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am 

in the midst of them.” 
Pastor: Come into the midst of us, O Lord, and make us one in our bond of faith. 
Cong.: May the light of your Gospel unite your people here on earth.  Amen.   

 
 God's word for our l ives  
 
First Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. { 2} The spirit of 
the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. { 3} His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; { 4} but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of  his  mouth,  
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. { 5} Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. { 6} The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie  
 
 
 



down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. { 7} The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw  like  the  ox.  
{ 8} The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adderÕs den. { 9} They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. { 10} On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 
Second Lesson  Romans 15:4-13 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  { 5}  May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus,  { 6}  so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. { 7}  Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  { 8}  For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,  { 9}  and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, ÒTherefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your nameÓ;  
{ 10}  and again he says, ÒRejoice, O Gentiles, with his peopleÓ; { 11}  and again, ÒPraise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise himÓ; { 12}  and again Isaiah says, ÒThe root of Jesse shall come, the 
one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.Ó { 13}  May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
* Gospel Announcement  
 
*  Gospel Acclamation    
  

Cong.: (said) Alleluia.  Prepare the way of the Lord.  All flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia.   

 
*   Gospel Proclamation  Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  { 2} ÒRepent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.Ó  { 3}  This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
ÒThe voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ÔPrepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.Õ Ó 
{ 4}  Now John wore clothing of camelÕs hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey.  { 5}  Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan,  { 6}  and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. { 7}  But 
when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ÒYou brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  { 8}  Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  { 9}  Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ÔWe have Abraham as our ancestorÕ; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham.  { 10}  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. { 11}  ÒI baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  { 12}  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.Ó  
 
* Gospel Response  
 Pastor: (said) The Lord has come, the Lord is come, the Lord shall come. 

Cong.: (said) Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



Kingdom Kids  ÒThe Spokesperson Ó Pastor Cox 
 
* Sermon Hymn  ÒOn JordanÕs BankÓ 
 

Cong.:  On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh 
Awake and hearken for He brings  
Glad tidings of the King of kings 

 
   Then cleansed be every breast from sin 

Make straight the way for God within 
And let all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there 
 
To You O Christ all praises be 
Whose advent sets Your people free 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore 

 
 
Sermon  ÒWhen Only Stumps Remain Ó  Pastor Schmidt 
 
Prayers of the church  Page 85 

Petitioner: ÉLord, in your mercy, 
Cong.:  “Hear our prayer.” 

 
S haring of the Peace  Page 86 

Pastor:  Peace be with you. 
Cong.:  And also with you. 

 
Offering  
 
Offertory Music  
 
*   Offertory Prayer   

A.M.:  Our ears have heard the words of your prophet, O God. 
Cong.: Our spirits have responded to the call---“PREPARE!” 
A.M.: And the roadwork has begun.  A highway is being laidÉ 
Cong.:  in our hearts!   
A.M.:  We bring these gifts to you, O GodÉ 
Cong.:  signs of the preparation being made.  Our hearts are ready for you! 
A.M.:  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Cong.:  Amen.  

 
 T he sacred meal  
 
*   Eucharist ic Prayer    

Pastor: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you 
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to  proclaim  to  us  your will.  

 
 



He is your Word, inseparable from you.  Through him you created all things, and in 
him you take delight.  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virginÕs womb. He 
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the 
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Cong.: (sung) Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
   He is Alpha and Omega.  He the Source, the Ending He 
   Of the things that are, that have—been, and that future years shall see, 
   Evermore and evermore. 
  

Pastor:  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Cong.: (sung) Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
   Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be; 
   Honor, glory, and domin—ion and eternal victory, 
   Evermore and evermore.  
 
*   Lord's Prayer   Page 91 

Cong.: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Distribution  

All are welcome at the LordÕs Table. 
We celebrate the Real Presence of Christ 

as he comes to us Òin, with, and underÓ the bread and the wine. 
 

 Going in mission  
 

*  Benediction  Pastor Schmidt 
*  Sending Hymn  ÒO Hearken YeÓ Tune:  Canonbury  
 

Cong.:  O hearken ye who would believe, the gracious tidings now receive. 
  The mighty Lord of heav’n and earth today is come to human birth. 
   
  O hearken ye who long for peace, your troubled searching now may cease.  
  For at this cradle you shall find God’s healing grace for all mankind. 
  
  O hearken ye who long for love and turn your hearts to God above. 
  The angel’s song the wonder tells: now Love Incarnate with us dwells! 

 
* Commissioning    

Pastor: As the people of God we now go forth into the darkness of our world, bringing the 
light of Christ wherever we go.  Go in peace!   

A.M.:  Serve the Lord! 
Cong.:  Thanks be to God! 

 
 



Postlude   
 
FLORAL OFFERING: By Maria Martins in joy of her sister and brother. 
ETERNAL LIGHT OFFERING: By Dick & Nancy Ericson in memory of their son, Paul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our Family Table  
 Sunday, December 9 , 2007  
 

 The sharing of news and information for  
 Congregational friends and family  
 

 Welcome to Salem!  
 

 Worship /Educational Opportunit ies ! 
        8:00 a.m.    Traditional  
        9:15 a.m.             Contemporary  
        9:15 a.m.             Christian Education Hour  
       10:30 a.m.             Festival  
      
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

 7900 Club Chr is tmas Luncheon  
We will meet for our annual Christmas Luncheon at MaggianoÕs Little Italy on Wednesday, December 12th at 12 
Noon.  The address is 9101 International Drive, Building 5.  The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

 Chi ldrenÕs Christmas Program  
Join us next Sunday, December 16th at the 9:15 service for the ChildrenÕs Christmas ProgramÒTwinkle, the 
Christmas StarÓ. 
 
 Wi tness Committee Needs Your Help ! 
We need two individuals or couples to deliver Christmas brochures to local hotels and motels.  It should take about 
two hours of your time.  Please see or phone Dick Ericson at 407-876-4128. 
 
 
 
 

Congregat ional Meeting Ð Part I  
Make a note on your calendar now for the Annual Congregational Meeting Ð Part I that will take place 
TODAY following the 10:30 worship service in the Fellowship Hall.  Coffee Hour will be served as 
usual.  Please arrange your schedule so that you can be present.  The issues and decisions made are 
important to every member of the Salem Family.  We will be electing several members to the Mission Team 
2008.  The Finance Committee and Mission Team are working on the 2008 Investment in Mission (budget) 
for your approval.  If you havenÕt already done so, please complete and turn in your pledge card.   
 

MID-WEEK ADVENT SERIES 
ÒWORSHIP in the Light of the WREATHÓ  

 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
          December 12 

December 19 



 Angel Tree!  
In the Fellowship Hall you will notice a tree with angel tags hanging on it.  Please take a look and consider 
participating in this gift giving for the Orange/Seminole Foster childrenÕs Association.  The tags contain the 
names, ages and some gift suggestions from each childÕs wish list.  Please return your purchases to the Angel Tree 
by Tuesday, December 18th.  Please be sure the childÕs name is on your package but do not wrap the gifts.  If you 
have any questions, contact Peggy Johnson at 407-856-8410. 
 
 ÒOn This Very Night Ó 
 Sunday, December 23rd   
Our world is fast paced and unpredictable.  Amidst every new challenge and through every change, we struggle to 
keep rooted in what we know for sure seeking comfort and peace in what is timeless and permanent.  Perhaps that 
is what is so magical about Christmas---wrapped up with family traditions passed through each generation in the 
simple  truth  of  the  season.   Join us at worship on Sunday, December 23rd, as the Music Department of Salem 
Lutheran Church presents ÒOn This Very NightÓ at all three services: 8:00 a.m.; 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.    
 
 At tention Acolytes, Assisting Ministers & Ushers!  
The sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for Christmas Eve services.  Please stop 
by and fill in the spaces where you will be able to serve.  We will have a rehearsal for Christmas Eve services on 
Thursday, December 20th beginning at 6:30 p.m. for the 4:30 service; 7:00 p.m. for the 6:30 service and 7:30 
p.m. for the 8:30 and 10:30 services.  Please make every effort to attend these rehearsals.   
 
  
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  wi th Holy Communion  
Monday, December 24th 
 
4:30 p.m. 
A service of quiet expectant joy.  The Son of God in natal quiet takes on humanity.  Come, let us worship. 
 
6:30 p.m. 
A service for children (and the child within all of us!)  Once again, we will be blessed with the return of Kermit the 
Frog, and we can be sure heÕll need our help to understand the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
8:30 p.m. 
A sacred service featuring our Christmas Choir.  As the world sleeps, Christ is born.  The Word becomes flesh and 
dwells among us.  Alleluia! 
 
10:30 p.m. 
The last service of a holy night as we celebrate the birth of Jesus; it includes music provided by members of the 
Christmas Choir.  A Son is given; Salvation is given.  Joy to the world! 
 
  
 Worship At tendants For TodayÕs Services:  
     8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes:    Dillon Weitzel    Lori Benkoski 
Assisting Ministers:   Paul Johnson    Eric Schubert  
Ushers:          Marie Kase 
          Dale Magnuson 
          Fred & Jo Ann Hart   
Altar Guild:    Anne Lauer    Cindy Linnell   
Greeters:    Ed & Mabel Larson   David & Honey Mathis 
          Arlyn & Roger Kjosa 
Minister of Music:        Sara Petefish 
Associate Pastor:    Jefferson Cox 
Pastor:          Wayne F. Schmidt 

 
 



 FRIENDS AND FAMILY PRAYER LIST  
 New Peti tions  
 
Healing: 
 For Dick Gardner upon being hospitalized at Dr. Phillips Hospital with a blood clot in his left leg. 
  
Presence: 
 For Peter Ferdico as he prepares for back surgery on December 14th. 

For Arbadell Blomker, sister of Arlyn, Arlene, Ardella, Arnette and Lowell, as she deals with heart 
problems and prepares for surgery on December 11th.  

 
Thanksgiving: 

For Roberto, infant son of Marisol Morales, friends of our congregation from Dade City, upon his return 
home and in good health. 
For Joe Castonjuay, friend of the BlehlÕs, upon his remarkable progress and his eyesight is now 20/40.  

 
Comfort: 
 For Paul Linnell and family upon the death of his mother, Jean. 
 
 

 Continuing Peti tions  
 
Presence: 

For Kenneth Lee, father of Candy JohnsonÕs sister-in-law, upon being diagnosed with lung cancer and 
undergoing testing for a protocol. 
For Ramon Johnson, brother of Tom Johnson as he undergoes treatment for liver cancer. 
For Audrey Schroeder, Christy SchmidtÕs mother, upon returning home and in the initial stages of hospice 
care. 
For Frank Kolb, Maria Martins brother, as he continues chemo treatments. 
For David Weller, family member of Rebecca Morales, upon being diagnosed with AML leukemia and 
recuperating from a heart attack. 
For Ronald Weller, family member of Rebecca Morales, as he awaits a liver transplant. 
For Anna Lamb, family member of Rebecca Morales, upon entering into Hospice care. 
For James Macdonald, as he undergoes chemo treatments.  
For Cash Lane, infant grandson of a friend of Judy KaufmanÕs, as he prepares for his 2nd cancer surgery. 
For Christine Zaloom, niece of Brian and Maria Blackmore, and her infant daughter, that she continues to 
grow stronger each day in the NICU.   
For Greg Pickrel, son-in-law of the PeeryÕs, as he awaits news on an experimental treatment. 
For Julie HachmeisterÕs mom, Patricia Blauert, upon being cared for at Westminster Towers. 
For Scott Cline, friend of Peggy Bohart Baker, as he continues treatments. 

 For Monica Quick, friend of Maria Martins, as she begins a new series of treatment for cancer. 
 
Healing: 
 For Kathryn, daughter of Anne & Jerry Lauer, as she copes with anemia. 

Jackie WilliamÕs father, upon being hospitalized with pneumonia. 
For Lurah Ann Taylor, niece of the PeeryÕs, upon being diagnosed with advanced pancreatitis. 
For Erin Masterson, Gina & RogerÕs daughter, as she battles chronic respiratory problems.  

 For Jan, friend of the Paul Johnson family, as he recuperates at home from a serious motorcycle accident. 
 
Safety: 

For Jonathan Cretul, nephew of Scott and Audrey Fetterhoff upon being  stationed in Afghanistan.   
For Christopher and the 3rd Division out of Fort Stewart, GA, upon being stationed in Iraq.  Christopher is 
the grandson of Barbara Hackett. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
   
 
  
 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 


