
Good Friday
March 21, 2008

7:00 p.m.

A Special Message:
Tonight we enter through worship one of the two most important events in the whole history of humanity, the death 
of Jesus on the cross.  In keeping with the solemn nature of this day, we invite you to enter the Sanctuary in silence 
until the beginning of the service.  And then again, following the Final Proclamation you are invited to remain in the 
Sanctuary, silently reflecting on the significance of the cross for all humanity and for you individually.  Upon 
completion of your meditation, we humbly ask that you maintain your silence as you leave the Sanctuary so as not to 
disturb other worshippers.

Entrance of the Cross

Versicles
Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole 

world.
Cong.: Oh, come let us worship him.

Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole 
world.

Cong.: Oh, come let us worship him.

Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole 
world.

Cong.: Oh, come let us worship him.

* Hymn "Were You There?" LBW #92

Cong.: Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh,------------------sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh,-----------------sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

* Solemn Reproaches
Pastor: O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?

Answer me.  I poured out saving water from the rock,



But you gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and 
gave you the new covenant in my blood,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Cong.: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

Pastor: O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?
Answer me.  I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns
I gave you the kingdom and crowned you with eternal life,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Cong.: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

Pastor: O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?
Answer me.  I struck down your enemies, but you struck my head with a reed;
I have you my peace, but you draw the sword in my name,
And you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Cong.: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

Pastor: O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?
Answer me.  I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross;
I raised you from death and prepared for you the tree of life,
But you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Cong.: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

Pastor: O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?
Answer me.  I came to you in the least of your brothers and sisters,
but I was hungry and you gave me no food,
thirsty and you gave me no drink,
a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me,
And you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Cong.: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

The Word

First Lesson Hebrews 10:16-25
“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in 
their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” {17} he also adds, “I will remember their sins and 
their lawless deeds no more.” {18} Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering 
for sin. {19} Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus,  {20} by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his 
flesh),  {21} and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  {22} let us approach with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water.  {23} Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who has promised is faithful.  {24} And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds,  {25} not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching. 



Second Lesson Romans 5:6-11
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. {7} Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. {8} But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. {9} Much 
more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the 
wrath of God. {10} For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his 
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. {11} But more than that, 
we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.

*  Gospel Reading John 19:13-30
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called 
The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha.  {14} Now it was the day of Preparation for the 
Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!”  {15} They cried out, 
“Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The 
chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.”  {16} Then he handed him over to them to 
be crucified. So they took Jesus;  {17} and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called 
The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  {18} There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.  {19} Pilate also had an inscription 
written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”  {20} Many of the Jews 
read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written 
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.  {21} Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, 
‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” {22} Pilate answered, “What I 
have written I have written.”  {23} When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 
divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top.  {24} So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for 
it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among 
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” {25} And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, 
standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene.  {26} When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.”  {27} Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. {28} After this, when Jesus knew 
that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.”  {29} A jar full of 
sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to 
his mouth.  {30} When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit. 

* Hymn “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” LBW #117

Cong.: O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory, What bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.



How art thou pale with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn;
How does that visage languish Which once was bright as morn!
Thy grief and bitter Passion Were all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine was the transgression, But thine the deadly pain.

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever, And, should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never Outlive my love to thee.

Meditations On The Cross Pastor Schmidt

Special Music “Pie Jesu” Christy Schmidt & Jane Meyer

Silence For Reflection And Meditation On The Cross

When lights are turned on in the Narthex,
please leave the church in silence.


