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2010 Mid-Week Lenten Services ς[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ {Ƴŀƭƭ /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ
On Wednesdays in Lent we will focus on the Small Catechism as our theme.  The season of Lent developed from a time of education and 
preparation in the basics of the Christian faith for new converts seeking baptism at the Easter vigil.  

A millennium later Martin Luther encouraged preaching on the catechism, especially during Lent.  In addition, starting February 23rd Pastor 
Jeff will be leading a Study Group that will meet the following Tuesday to dig deeper into each part of the Catechism.  

See page 11 of this month’s Salem Spirit for more details on this study opportunity.

2/17 ςAsh Wednesday –Noon & 7:00pm –Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion
2/24 ς7:00pm –The Ten Commandments
3/3 ς7:00pm –The Apostle’s Creed
3/10 ς7:00pm –The Lord’s Prayer
3/17 ς7:00pm –Holy Baptism
3/24 ς7:00pm –The Sacrament of the Altar

Transition Update
A Message from Pastor Nielsen

I have been serving as your temporary shepherd only since September but you have made me feel right at home right from the start.  
Your welcome and acceptance has been much appreciated.

As you know, my main purpose here is to guide you through the transition from one pastor to another.  That transition starts with a 
discernment process which has been going on since last November.  On Feb. 7th we will hear reports from three groups who have 
probed the history of the congregation, studied how decisions are made and inquired as to how the community views Salem’s 
presence among them.  We will also hear from the Mission Team regarding the outcome of their retreat discussions which focused on 
the style of ministry and pastoral leadership we want Salem to take with a new pastor.

Critical in the discernment process is defining who we are and who we want to be as a congregation.  A Call Committee must have a 
clear understanding of that before they proceed with compiling a profile of the congregation and ultimately interviewing candidates.  
Yes, it takes time, but it is time well spent.  I have posted a bulletin board in the narthex detailing the transition process. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to ask.  tŀǎǘƻǊ bƛŜƭǎŜƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ н
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нллф !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ
Submitted by Pastor Jefferson Cox

Our Vision:  “To be a congregation of disciples proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.”

Our Mission: “To glorify God in all that we do, reflecting His love to our community and the world.”

Our Core Values: A–Accept God’s love
C–Choose Christ’s way
T–Touch other’s lives

Dear Members of Salem Lutheran Church,

I have a difficult time mentally accepting that it was just a year ago that many of us were gathered here in this room for the final piece of 
our year-long celebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding of Salem Lutheran Church.  Over one hundred-fifty people were part of 
that celebration and with it we had a worship service that looked as much to the future as it did to the past.  Then in June we celebrated the 
35th anniversary of the ordination of Senior Pastor Wayne Schmidt.  But no one knew at that point that within weeks we would be gathering 
once again (this time more than two hundred strong) after the resignation of Pastor Schmidt due to health concerns.  But even as 2009 was 
indeed a year of transition for Salem Lutheran Church, it was also a year of celebrating the past and a year of looking forward to the future.

There is much to celebrate from 2009.  In 2009, we experienced the second-highest worship attendance ever on Easter at 790 (which was 
exactly the same worship attendance at the previous Christmas Eve).  In 2009, 11 people received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism at Salem 
Lutheran Church, including 3 adults.  In 2009, our average worship attendance (222) was the highest it had been since 2003.  But above all, 
in 2009 God the Holy Spirit moved powerfully among the whole congregation, and through the whole congregation living out the Gospel in 
their daily lives, countless people experienced God’s love, God’s grace, and God’s presence.  Thanks be to God!

2009 was also a year for transitions.  We began the year talking about the possibilities of a building project to expand our classroom space, 
our office space, our practice space, our welcoming space, and/or our storage space.  While the other changes Salem encountered last year 
have taken some focus away from the building issues, at the end of the day the same needs are present that sparked the conversation to 
begin with, namely the aging condition of the portable classrooms, the low visibility of the street sign, the lack of practice space for the 
music groups of Salem, the maze of hallways that first-time worshipper often must navigate to get to the sanctuary, and so on.  As Salem 
looks to the future, a building expansion project continues to loom large in the list of priorities.
The congregation of Salem Lutheran Church also experienced transitions during 2009.  The normal ebb and flow of members in and out of 
the congregation continued as the communities around Salem remained very transitory.  But the overall economic conditions increased the 
rate of turnover in the populations that members of the congregation come from, and so there was more transition than normal in that 
area.

And finally, the largest transitions that Salem Lutheran Church faced last year had to do with people.  In May, long-time congregational 
member and member of the 2009 Mission Team Eileen Tietz died.  In September Sara Holton resigned as Contemporary Worship Team 
Leader.  But the largest personnel transition dominated the focus of the congregation in the second half of 2009.  Pastor Schmidt had been 
the pastor and senior pastor of Salem Lutheran Church for roughly 80% of the existence of the congregation, his departure coming just a 
few months shy of the 20th anniversary of his call as pastor of Salem. tŀǎǘƻǊ WŜŦŦΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ о

tŀǎǘƻǊ bƛŜƭǎŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ мύ
My secondary purpose during this time of transition is to bring another perspective to how ministry might be accomplished in the
congregation.  The time between pastors provides an opportunity for a congregation to explore alternate ways of doing ministry. The old 
saying “We never did it that way before” has been described as “The seven last words of the church.”  I am pleased to find that Salem 
congregation is open to exploring new ways of thinking and doing ministry.

As I am only part time, most of the pastoral duties fall on Pastor Jefferson Cox.  I am very pleased to work with him as we plan for and 
participate in worship, teach catechism, attend meetings, etc.  You are very blessed to have had him on your staff these past years and now 
during this transition period.  

What does the future hold for Salem?  We do not have a crystal ball to look into the future but we do have God’s Word: and his Word tells 
us that he is with us in all our deliberations.  Now is the time to be alert to his guidance and direction.  Now is the time to trust in the Holy 
Spirit to see us through.  Now is the time to remember another old saying, “We may not always know what the future holds, butwe
definitely know who holds the future!”  

God’s richest blessings on Salem and it’s ministry in this place - Pastor Howard F. Nielsen 



tŀǎǘƻǊ WŜŦŦΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ нύ

This transition perhaps looms larger than normal due to the size of Pastor Schmidt’s personality and the size of his heart for the 
congregation.  And thus some have struggled to be part of a Salem Lutheran Church that doesn’t include Pastor Schmidt, and yet others 
have discovered that God’s presence remains with Salem, and with this discovery have come to embrace more fully their vital role in the 
mission and ministry of the congregation.

What does 2010 hold for the congregation?  As they say, only time will tell.  And yet, some things can be said with certainty: God the Father 
will continue to embrace new heirs into his kingdom through the waters of Baptism at Salem Lutheran Church, God the Son will continue to 
be present in the bread and wine of Communion and whenever two or more are gathered in his name at Salem Lutheran Church, and God 
the Holy Spirit will continue to empower, comfort, and inspire the people of God gathered as Salem Lutheran Church.

What does 2010 hold for me?  Again, only time will tell.  There is as much uncertainty in my life as there is in the life of the congregation, 
but that also means that there is just as much certainty, including my inheritance in the Kingdom of God.  And yes, I have lived through this 
kind of uncertainty before, twice really, and I have learned the value of patience and trust in God.  I have also learned through observing 
similar situations in other congregations how important it is for a congregation to go along with the transition and discernment process 
rather than jumping to answer questions that haven’t even been properly asked yet.  And when Salem was moving forward in the call 
process for the associate pastor position at the beginning of 2007 and my participation as a candidate in that process was still confidential, 
many came to me to express their concern for me.  And so I will give you the same advice that I gave them: pray.  That’s it. Pray.  Pray for 
me and for my family.  Pray for the Mission Team.  Pray for Pastor Nielsen.  Pray for Linda and Jim and Barbara.  Pray for the Search 
Committee for the Contemporary Worship Team Leader.  Pray for the Call Committee when it is formed.  Pray for the committees and other 
ministries here at Salem.  Pray for Bishop Benoway and his staff.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would lead all of us to the future in a way that 
truly and completely reflects God’s will for us and for the congregation.  Pray, and participate in the transition process!

Finally, a massive number of “thank you”sneed to be passed out:

To Senior Pastor Wayne Schmidt, for his years of faithful pastoring and for his friendship.

To the 2009 Mission Team of Salem Lutheran Church: Scott Fetterhoff, President; Keith Thompson, Vice-President; Bill Rundle, Treasurer; 
Meredith Csobadi, Secretary; and the other members of the Mission Team, Shane Barr, Leigh Pharr, Andrew Meyer, Michael Swyryn, Paul 
Stark, and Maria Blackmore.

A special “thank you” in memory of Eileen Tietz –who served the congregation over the years in many ways, such as a Mission Team 
member (including 2009), Fellowship liaison, Pre-K Community Day Camp leader, and sister in Christ.

To Sara Holton, for her years of music ministry, including her leadership in the very first service I ever attended at Salem, the Contemporary 
Worship Service.

To Linda Magnuson, Administrative Assistant; Jim Kuzman, Senior Director of Choirs and Organist; and Barbara Hackett, Wedding Sexton.

To Pastor Howard Nielsen, for his willingness to lead the congregation through the very often frustrating and bewildering discernment and 
transition process.

To all those who serve in the public ministries and programs of the congregation, which are too numerous to mention each specifically 
without leaving one or more out.

To all those who serve the Lord quietly, privately, never drawing attention to themselves as they go about living out the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ here at Salem and in their daily lives.

To the members and friends of Salem Lutheran Church, for their warm welcoming of me and my family five years ago during one of the 
darkest times in my life, for their love and support during my pastoral ministry here, and for their concern and encouragement during these 
transitional times for all of us.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!!!

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Jeff



Salem Prayer List

As mentioned in last month’s Salem Spirit, and explained in more detail in Pastor Jeff’s article later in this month’s Spirit, here are the continued 
petitions from our prayer list:

Presence:
For Anna Lisa Gutierrez, friend of Peggy Baker, upon being hospitalized for her 2nd round of chemo treatments.
For all the people of Haiti and their families following the terrible earthquake.
For Aurora Lien as she continues chemo treatments for Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
For Maria Martins as she receives treatments for acute sciatica.
For Jack Dunlow, friend of Jan Kmetz, as he deals with a serious illness.
For Christine, the sister of a friend of Jennifer Minoff’s, upon being in the end stages of cancer. 
For Pam Arcand’scousin, Lorraine, as she begins chemo treatments for breast cancer.
For Melissa as she begins radiation treatments for breast cancer.
For those affected by the H1N1 virus and those helping to treat it.
For Tina Meranda, friend of Ruth Owrey’s, upon the reoccurrence of cancer. 
For Ann Elam, sister-in-law of Paul & Wanda Peery, who’s in critical condition.
For Jeanne Silano, friend of Maria Martins, as she enters into hospice care.
For JoAnne Palmieri, friend of Maria Martins, as she continues chemo treatments and fighting an infection. 
For Daniel, a friend of Anne Lauer’s, as doctors try an experimental drug for his Hodgkins Lymphoma.
For Janie Bartee, friend of the Blackmore’s, as she continues treatment for thyroid cancer.
For Kenneth Lee, father of Candy Johnson’s sister-in-law, as he has treatments for lung cancer.

Healing:
For Annamary Harris as she recuperates from surgery.
For Anita McGuckin, Pat Bock’s sister, as she recuperates from surgery and pneumonia.
For David Mueller, brother of Christina Lovan, as he continues to recuperate.
For Josie De La Torre friend of the Starks, who is undergoing cancer treatment.
For Ross Seten, brother-in-law of the Hachmeisters, as he begins treatment for a tumor.
For Jon, a friend of Jan Kmetz, for complete healing.
For Denney Rummel, Ruth Owrey’sniece’s father-in-law, as he progresses each day.
For Lorraine Swanson, mother of Candy Johnson, as she recuperates following surgery.
For Bryan Hadley’s children, friend of Desmond Taylor, as they deal with Niemann-Pick type C disease. 

Safety:
For Christopher Cox, grandson of Barbara Hackett, while serving in Iraq.
For Jacob Harrison, friend of Madeline Barr, while serving in Afghanistan.
For Jon Ubiera, friend of Paula Strode, while he attends Marine Corp Basic Training.
For Shawn Carlson while serving in Iraq.

February Sunday Worship Schedule

2/7/10 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
Isaiah 6:1-13  –I Cor. 15:1-11 & Luke 5:1-11
(Discernment Gathering at noon)

2/14/10 –Transfiguration of Our Lord
Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Cor. 3:12-4:2  &  Luke 9:28-43
“Valentine’s Day”

2/21/10 –First Sunday in Lent
Deut. 26:1-11,  Romans 10:8b-13  &  Luke4:1-13
“Wilderness Temptations”

2/28/10 –Second Sunday in Lent
Gen. 15:1-18,  Philippians 3:17-4:1  &  Luke 13:31-35
“The Fox and the Hen”

Special Preview!

On Palm Sunday –The Sunday of the Passion –our service will 
include The Cry of the Whole Congregation,which incorporates a 
reading of the Passion Gospel involving the entire congregation.



Special 2010 Giving Envelope News
Contributed by Scott Fetterhoff and The 2010 Stewardship Committee

This year you will notice in your 2010 giving envelopes two specific changes:   The first is a giving line item now included on each 
envelope called “Heart” (Time, Talents, Treasures), and the second is the inclusion of a special “Birthday” envelope.  

Your 2009 Mission Team felt it was important to include these changes to enable the 2010 Mission Team help the congregation of 
Salem Lutheran Church make a difference - and the 2010 Mission Team has acted.  It has voted to dedicate all “Birthday” giving to the 
specific act of restocking pew Bibles in our church.   There is a general shortage of Bibles in the pews and this simple act will help 
promote the word of God and make scripture readily available to all congregational members, guests, and visitors.  Anyone in need of 
a Bible will be offered the gift to take one home.  When your birthday arrives please make a point to use the special “Birthday”
envelope.  By doing so you will enable the spreading of God’s word to all.

Stay tuned for upcoming information on the “Heart” line.  Your Mission Team will be offering the congregation an exciting 
opportunity to grow our presence in the community.

Sincerely, Scott Fetterhoff, 2010 Stewardship Committee            

The Salem Spirit Prayer List
Submitted by Pastor Jeff

This month marks the beginning of a new system of keeping our 
prayer list.  Starting this month, the only people who will be 
listed in the prayer list in the bulletin will be those who have just 
been added to the prayer list for the first time.  

They will remain on the bulletin prayer list until the first Sunday 
of the next month.  From that point, if they continue to need 
prayers they will be added to the longer prayer list in the Salem 
Spirit.    

We need your help, however.  Please keep Linda Magnuson 
informed as to the status of the person you have placed on the 
prayer list by emailing her at Linda@SalemLC.net or by calling 
the Church Office at 407-876-4000.  

We encourage you to use this prayer list as a component of a 
regular time of prayer in your daily life.  While most recognize 
the benefit of regular prayer and devotional time, many people 
struggle to find a way to integrate such a discipline into their 
daily routine.  We offer these suggestions to help:

1. Identify one or two quiet  times during the day (for those of 
you who are really busy, use your imagination and make the 
time.  Be creative, any time can be utilized.  If you normally read 
the paper, set aside some of that time.  Your daily commute can 
be another opportunity; just don’t read while you’re driving! )

2. Purchase a devotional Bible or pick up a copy of the Christ in 
Our Home devotional in the narthex for inspiration during your 
quiet time.

3. Make sure you have a copy of this prayer list handy.

4.  Don’t feel obligated to pray for the whole list each day.  
Gradually work through the list each time you have your 
devotional time.

Lutheran Marriage Encounter

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES: What is one of the most 
important things you can give your spouse? It is your 
commitment to a loving, caring, intimate relationship! 

Whether you’ve been married 5 years or 50 years, Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter offers two weekend opportunities for all 
married couples to renew and deepen their commitment to 
each other in 2010. 

A Marriage Encounter Weekend is a chance to take time off 
from daily pressures and responsibilities and discover a warmer, 
closer, and more joyful relationship with each other.

Weekends will be held April 16-18 or November 5-7, 2010. The 
weekend is from 8 PM Friday to 5 PM Sunday. Registration is 
$45.00 per couple, with an opportunity to make a confidential 
contribution. 

Registrations are limited, so sign up today. Simply go to the 
website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and register. If you’d like 
further information, contact Marty & Lois Light at 941-412-9607 

or lm10n10@aol.com.

5.Take time to listen for the still, small voice of God as well.  You 
don’t have to do all of the talking.

6.  You could also consider posting this list in a conspicuous place 
around your house, such as a bathroom mirror or refrigerator 
door to remind you to pray for one or two people at a time.
Hopefully these suggestions will be successful in encouraging a 
healthy prayer discipline in your life.  

If you need more help or suggestions, contact Pastor Nielsen or 
Pastor Jeff at 407-876-4000.  

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/
mailto:lm10n10@aol.com


Congregational Care
Submitted by Leigh Pharr

The Constitution of Salem Lutheran Church makes 
provisions for various committees to aid in ministering to 
the members of this congregation and to all persons who 
can be reached with the Gospel of Christ.  Our current 
committees are:

ÅCongregational Care
ÅFellowship
ÅFinance
ÅITT
ÅLearning
ÅProperty and Building
ÅService
ÅStewardship
ÅWitness
ÅWorship
ÅYouth

The mission of Congregational Care is to administer 
spiritual hugs where we can and extend a ministry of 
compassion to our Salem “family.”  Specific activities have 
been identified, but are not limited to, the following 
gestures:

ÅPrayer Chain
ÅCard Ministry
ÅAltar Flower Delivery
ÅRespite Care
ÅContact Ministry (Phone Tree)
ÅVisitation Ministry
ÅTape Ministry
ÅSupport Meals
ÅTransportation Ministry

The Prayer Chainis a volunteer member group who is 
committed to praying for anyone who is in need and has 
requested prayer.  If you would like to be a member of this 
group or make a prayer request, simply call Linda 
Magnuson and she will make sure it happens.  
Confidentiality is respected unless you indicate that you 
would also like your request to be added to the Prayer 
List.  

Separate from the Prayer Chain is the Prayer List, as it 
appears in the weekly Sunday Bulletin. This is where we 
can share our joys and sorrows and express thanksgiving 
as well as solicit guidance and comfort.  Linda Magnuson 
is also the “Go To Person” to have requests added to the 
Prayer List.

The Telephone Contact Ministryis used to notify 
members of a death and/or funeral arrangements.  This 
process is in need of an update and a Leader.  If you are 
interested in leading this important effort, please contact 
Linda Magnuson or me. 

We have only discussed two of the activities mentioned 
above.  We look forward to providing additional updates 
in future editions of The Salem Spirit.  In the meantime 
we welcome your help and any ideas you have to 
contribute.

Blessings to you all
Leigh Pharr

!ǊŜ ¸ƻǳ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ά²ƛƴǘŜǊέ 
In Your Life?
Submitted by Mary Sikora

In addition to the cooler weather outside, many people 
experience "winters" in their personal lives. A recent loss 
through death, divorce, or relocation may leave them 
feeling lonely. A hospitalization, cancer diagnosis, or 
ongoing medical problems may leave them feeling isolated.

The loss of a job, the fear of layoffs, or a financial setback 
can devastate one's self-esteem. Family and personal 
struggles may leave them with nowhere to turn for 
support.

If you are going through a difficult time, our Stephen 
Ministers can bring God's warm love back into your life. 
They provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They 
will meet with you privately on a weekly basis to listen, 
support, and encourage you, to pray with and for you, and 
to walk with you for the duration of your crisis.

To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how you or 
someone you know could be matched with a Stephen 
Minister, talk with Pastor Jeff, Pastor Neilsen or Mary 
Sikora. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you!



Important News From Your Mission Team
Submitted by Eric Schubert

We are pleased to share the following highlights from the January Mission Team Meeting:

ÅWe welcome Maria Blackmore to the 2010 Mission Team.  She will be serving as the liaison for the Fellowship 
Committee.

ÅThe Mission Team will be moving its monthly meeting to the third Thursday of the month beginning in February.  All 
Committee Meeting Night will be moved to the second Thursday of the month starting in February.

ÅThe Mission Team encourages all members of Salem to attend the meeting on Sunday, February 7 following the 
10:30am service to hear the reports from the groups working on norm identification, history of Salem and the 
perceptions of Salem and its role in the community we find ourselves a part of.  

Look for the complete minutes of Mission Team meetings on the bulletin board in the hallway across from the bathrooms.  Also, don’t 
forget to check our website for a listing of events and activities (www.salemlc.net).

Yours in Discipleship,
Eric Schubert, Mission Team President 

Extreme Life Makeover
Submitted by Eric Schubert

I can remember as a teenager wondering why my mother chose 
not to buy a new wardrobe every season. She went shopping 
only if she really needed something. I, on the other hand, 
worked in a clothing store and spent almost every nickel earned 
augmenting my wardrobe. Didn’t she care, I wondered, what 
people thought about the way she looked in that ancientfive-
year-old outfit?

Funny thing is, just yesterday my teenage daughter asked if she 
could nominate me for the show, “What Not to Wear.” True, 
the contents of my closet consist mostly of clergy shirts, things 
that match clergy shirts, and comfortable shoes. I think I look 
fine—sensible, reasonable, comfortable. Yet in her eyes, my 
frump factor is ridiculously high, and if she has anything to do 
with it, I’ll be destined for an extreme fashion makeover.

I’m more interested in another kind of makeover, in the 
extreme life makeover that Paul talks about in his second letter 
to the Corinthians. In Christ, we are new creations; we have 
been made over to the very core of our being. Yes, I am much 
more captivated by this idea of an extreme life makeover than I 
am about the contents of my closet or my lack of cutting edge 
fashion sense. Even more importantly, I now understand my 
mother’s wardrobe choices. She’d already had her extreme 
makeover; she was a new creation in Christ and was far more 
interested in the wellbeing and care of others than she was 
about Chanel, St. Laurent, or Gucci. 

Don’t get me wrong; I’m not disparaging the fashion industry or 
those who wear amazing designer looks and the good that is 
done through their industry. 

What I am saying is that a life makeover matters most. In Christ, 
the young widow in the Central African Republic who shares a 
dazzling smile despite devastating economic hardship is every bit 
as lovely as this season’s “Next Top Model.” I would much rather 
wear last year’s winter coat (okay, it’s really going on year eight) 
and buy a goat from the Lutheran World Relief Global Barnyard 
and give to my local outdoor ministry than have a newer, lighter 
pair of hiking boots. I would rather see my child go to camp 
instead of buying a Prada handbag. It isn’t that I can’t have new 
things or that it wouldn’t be fun to wear the latest fashion; it’s 
just that at this point in my life I don’t need them, and God is 
calling me to other things.

What God is able to accomplish through rag-tag humanity makes 
even Victoria’s runway angels pale in comparison. God can do 
amazing things with little mustard seeds and cedar sprigs like 
you and me. In Christ, everything and everyone is new—this 
year’s collection. In Christ we’re part of the eternal collection, a 
collection that never falls out of fashion.

With God as the designer we will never be consigned to some 
heavenly rag bag; instead we are called to grow and put forth 
branches of hope and love for the world. Now that’s a makeover 
I can live with! How about you?

Copyright (c) 2009, The Rev. Sharron Riessinger Lucas, all rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 

"So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!"
--2 Corinthians 5:17

http://www.salemlc.net/


Sunday Coffee Hour Schedule:
Sunday coffee starts at 9AM and continues until 12 noon.  We are always looking for people to help by baking, buying or working in 
the kitchen.  If you would like to help out on an available date, contact Traci Hershberger at 407-408-7239.  If you want to help out on 
a date where someone is already signed up, just contact the owner listed on that date.

Lenten Mid-Week Dinners:
Join your Salem family for dinner each Wednesday in Lent –February 17th through March 24th–at 5:45pm.  Please use the sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board and provide a soup to share.  Lenten services will follow the meals.

Super Bowl Party:  
There will be a pot-luck Super Bowl party at Paul and Kathy Stark’s home on Sunday, February 7th, beginning at 4:30pm.  There is a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, or you may just show at their home with food the day of at 14779 Grand Cove Drive, Orlando, FL, 
32837.

Fellowship Needs You:  
Traci Hershberger has resigned as our committee chair as of the end of January.  While she and Gary will still organize the Sunday 
Coffee series, they will not be organizing the additional events in Fellowship.  We are in need of people to help plan events with the 
help of the fellowship team.  We will be calling the congregation to ask for help in the kitchen, with planning/organizing, and with 
buying/preparing dishes.  Please search your heart and let us know if you are able to assist Salem in keeping our Fellowship activities 
moving forward.  If you have a desire to participate on the team or to even become the next committee chair, please speak with 
Pastor Jeff or Maria Blackmore. 

Fellowship News
Contributed by Gary & Traci Hershberger

Nursery Volunteers for February and March

Date 9:15AM 10:30AM
2/07/09 M. Irwin K. Stark
2/14/09 C. Swyryn C. Adkins
2/21/09 M. Barr S. Grieder
2/28/09 K. Scott K. Stark
3/07/09 M. Irwin C. Adkins
3/14/09 M. Barr S. Grieder
3/21/09 K. Scott K. Stark
3/28/09 C. Swyryn J. Cox

Thank you so much for your volunteer efforts.   Please let me know if there is anyone else who would be willing to spend an hour a 
month helping out in this way.  If there is ever a week when you are unable to serve please contact someone on our list to take your 
place and feel free to trade Sundays to suit your schedule.  Please keep your information up to date so that we can stay in contact and 
make this a successful ministry of Salem Lutheran Church.

Jenny Cox           4078709780   jfandjdcox@cfl.rr.com
Madeline Barr     3212873087    mbarr@floridapediatrics.com
Kelly Scott         4072862272   sunshine9829@yahoo.com
Kathy Stark         4078121353
Cheryl Swyryn    4072990084    gatorhome@bellsouth.net
Cori Adkins         4076567569   corirose@cfl.rr.com
Martha Irwin       4073540510    mhudoba1@aol.com
Susie Grieder 4072588067   sgrieder@earthlink.net

DATE COFFEE HOUR OWNER DATE COFFEE HOUR OWNER

2/7 New Member Sunday –Paul Stark & Peggy 

Johnson

3/7 New Member Sunday –Paul Stark & Peggy 

Johnson
2/14 Gary & Traci Hershberger 3/14 Gary & Traci Hershberger

2/21 Youth–Andrew & Suzanne Meyer 3/21 Youth–Andrew & Suzanne Meyer

2/28 ???Available–Are you interested??? 3/28 ???Available–Are you interested???

mailto:jfandjdcox@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mbarr@floridapediatrics.com
mailto:9829@yahoo.com
mailto:gatorhome@bellsouth.net
mailto:corirose@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mhudoba1@aol.com
mailto:sgrieder@earthlink.net


2/2 Barbara Bohart, Thomas Breslin

2/3 Barbara Gardner, Mystic Abdallah

2/5 Julie Garlitzke, Carol Matthews, Andrew 
Meyer

2/6 Cameron Barr

2/8 Jason Rundle, Charlie Anderson, Parker 
Davies

2/10 Roy Mecklenburg, Britt-Marie Scmidt, Cori 
Adkins

2/11 Ruth Wise, Jack Jia

2/13 Michael Weaver

2/15 Taylor Schneiderwind

2/17 Marie Kase, Michael Swanson

2/20 Cori McNamee, Skylar Abdallah

2/21 Emily Bitter, Robert Karl, James Arnold, 
Michael Heenan, Gabriella Heenan

2/22 Desmond Taylor

2/23 Traci Hershberger

2/24 Brian Blackmore, Arnette Moll, Ella Irwin

2/26 Jim Ayotte, Kawei Punahele, Jonathan 
Benkoski

2/28 Richard Ryan, Rachael Stockton

Finance Report
Contributed by Bill Rundle

February Birthdays

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

REVENUE / EXPENSE SUMMARY

DECEMBER, 2009

YEAR - TO - DATE

REVENUE ACTUAL BUDGET 2008

TOTAL INCOME 313,613 355,096 345,910 

EXPENSE

TOTAL EXPENSE 321,334 355,095 348,409 

NET INCOME (LOSS) (7,721) 1 (2,499)

Upcoming Youth Events
Submitted by Pastor Jeff

Youth Super Bowl Party
On Sunday, February 7th from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, the middle 
and high school youth of Salem are invited to a Super Bowl Party 
at the home of Richard and Barbara Ryan and their sons Michael 
and Charlie.  Their address is 8716 Crestgate Circle, Orlando, FL 
32819.  Bring your favorite snack to share.  Dinner, including 
drinks, will be provided.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Jeff at 407-414-5261.

Youth Gathering
On Sunday, February 21st from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm, the middle 
and high school youth will gather at Salem for their regular Youth 
Group meeting.  The topic of discussion will be Effective Christian 
Leadership, which will explore the qualities that make up a well-
balanced and effective leader, especially as a Lutheran Christian 
living out his or her faith in the world.  Dinner will be provided.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Pastor Jeff at 407-414-
5261.

Youth Coffee Hour
Also on Sunday, February 21st, the Youth Group of Salem will be 
hosting the Coffee Hour for all three services.  All middle and high 
school youth are strongly encouraged to bring food to share and 
to help out in the kitchen during the Coffee Hour.  This is an 
excellent way to build stronger relationships with the rest of the 
congregation and visitors.

Hawaiian Worship Service  
άbǳ Oliέ

On February 1st, 2010, at 7:00 pm, Salem Lutheran Church will 
hold the first of its monthly Hawaiian Worship Services, named 
“Nu Oli” meaning “Joyful News.”  

All are welcome to attend the service, and in fact, you are 
encouraged to invite a friend, co-worker, or neighbor to join you 
at the service.  

Each service will begin with a ceremonial blowing of the conch 
shell, which helps to recall the waters of Holy Baptism.  
Hawaiian will be said during many parts of the service, but 
usually when Hawaiian is used the English translation will be 
available on the front view screens.  

Holy Communion will use Hawaiian bread.  This is a full and 
authentic worship service of Salem Lutheran Church that will be 
held the first Monday of each month.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Jeff at 407-414-5261.



Date 8:00am North Door 
(At Fellowship Hall)

9:15am North Door 
(At Fellowship Hall)

10:30am North Door     
(At Fellowship Hall)

10:30am West Door         
(At Nave Entrance)

2/7/10 M/M R Ryan M/M G Wise M/M B Blackmore M/M B Toppari

2/14/10 M/M G Hershberger A Koula S Csobadi M/M B Blckmore

2/21/10 M/M B Kaufman R Kurtz M/M D Gardner S Csobadi

2/28/10 M/M J Lauer M/M G Wise M/M R Garlitzke & Family M/M D Gardner

3/7/10 M/M R Mecklenburg A Koula M/M S Hawn & Family M/M R Garlitzke & Family

We want to thank all the greeters for your commitment to serve your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Below is the 
schedule through the first week of March, 2010.  We need greeters for the 8:00 A.M. and the 9:15 A.M. services! We are 
always looking for those who would enjoy greeting our members and visitors on Sunday mornings.  If you would be 
interested in participating in this important ministry, contact Dick Gardner at 407-239-3456.

Date 8:00am 9:15am 10:30am

2/7/10 Ray Lien and Tom Johnson Marie Kase, Kristy Rundle, Bob 
& Julie Garlitzke

2/14/10 Al & Myrna Putz Marie Kast, Dale Magnuson, 
Bob & Julie Garlitzke

2/21/10 Tom & Candy Johnson Kristy Rundle, Dale Magnuson, 
Bob & Julie Garlitzke

2/28/10 Richard & Michael Ryan Marie Kase, Paula Strode, Bob 
& Julie Garlitzke

Date 8:00am 9:15am 10:30am

2/7/10 Skyler
Johnson

Kyle Stark Erica Barr

2/14/10 Charlie 
Ryan

Jordan 
Minhoff

Joseph Cox & 
Brandon Lovan

2/21/10 Skyler
Johnson

Jordan 
Minhoff

Kyle Stark & 
Brandon Lovan

2/28/10 Charlie
Ryan

Kyle Stark Erica Barr

3/7/10 Jordan 
Minhoff

Joseph Cox

Date 8:00am 10:30am

2/7/10 OPEN OPEN

2/14/10 Paul Johnson Eric Schubert

2/21/10 OPEN Linda Magnuson

2/28/10 OPEN OPEN

Acolyte Schedule
Assisting Minister / 

Lay Reader Schedule

Greeter Schedule

Usher Schedule



Calling all Lutheran Disney Cast Members and colleagues!  

You are invited to join a great bunch of Disney Cast Members, 
active and retired, who get together on the 4th Thursday of each 
month in the Team Disney Cafeteria from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
(as schedules allow) for mutual support, conversation, and 
prayer, especially important during these economic times.  This 
month we will meet February 25th , 2010.

We take seriously Luther’s teaching that we live simultaneously 
in two kingdoms: the Kingdom of God, where the freedom of 
the Gospel reigns supreme, and our earthly kingdom/nation, 
where the rule of law holds sway.  

No one understands the tension between the Two Kingdoms 
better than those who also work in the Kingdom of the Mouse!  

For more information, or to be put on the monthly email 
reminder list, please contact Pastor Jeff @ 
pastorjeff@SalemLC.net .

Two Kingdoms Lunch
Contributed by Pastor Jeff

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ
Contributed by Eleanor Mecklenburg              

DEBORAH CIRCLE will meet Monday, February 15th in Eckhardt
Fellowship Hall at 9:30. All women of the church are invited 
including those who are visiting with us for the winter. We are 
continuing our study of Paul’s letter to the Romans. The lesson –
“Does God Keep Promises?” –can be found in the 
January/February issue of Lutheran Woman Today magazine. 
You may obtain a copy of the lesson from the church office. It is 
helpful but not required that you read the lesson in preparation.

In Romans 9 - 11, Paul presents us with a tension. Those who 
worship the one true God, the Jews, readily rejoice in God’s 
fulfilled promises and wonderful gifts yet the majority of them 
do not recognize Jesus, God’s most wonderful gift, as the 
promised Messiah. As much as Paul rejoices with the Gentiles he 
grieves over the Jews. Where does he turn for help? The same 
place we do –to the Scripture.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY IN THE EVENING has begun. If you are 
interested in participating or hearing more this new circle, 
please speak with Ruth Owery.

LITERATURE AND FILM:  Tuesday evening studies are back. Tom 
Johnson and Ellie Mecklenburg are leading discussions based on 
articles from Christianity Today magazine. The subject for 
February 2ndis “The Television Dilemma”, Feb. 9this “Hollywood 
Disciples” and Feb. 16this “Color Your Faith with Poetry.” We 
meet in Eckhardt Hall from 7 to 8:30. Speak to either Tom or 
Ellie. They will provide you with the reading materials.

Altar Guild News
Contributed by Anne Lauer

ALTAR GUILD NEEDS YOUR HELP! Anyone interested in helping with Altar Guild will be warmly welcomed by Anne Lauer and other 
members. We enjoy sharing in the preparations of the Chancel for worship. We meet Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
for about a half hour. If you would interested in this meaningful ministry please call Anne Lauer at 407-876-3796 for more 
information.

Digging Deeper Into the Small Catechism
This Lent the message of the Mid-Week Lenten Services will be based on Luther’s Small Catechism, specifically Confession, the Ten 
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, and the Sacrament of the Altar.  

In conjunction with this emphasis, Pastor Jeff will be leading a special study group at 7:00 pm on Tuesday nights starting February 23rd

and continuing to Tuesday, April 20th that will dig deeper into the subjects of the previous Mid-Week Lenten Services.  (However, 
there will not be a session on the Tuesday of Holy Week, March 30th, or on the Tuesday after Easter, April 6th).  Those who complete 
the study process will be recognized at the 10:30 am service on Sunday, April 25th.  

If anyone 13 years old or older who has not been confirmed participates fully in the study process (including the Mid-Week Lenten 
Services), they will be given the opportunity to receive the Rite of Confirmation at that same service.

ά.Ŝǎǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ǾŜǊέ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ

Anyone involved in any way with Easter Sunday services and 
festivities are strongly encouraged to attend this year’s “Best 
Easter Ever” meeting on Monday, February 8th, at 7:00pm.

mailto:pastorjeff@SalemLC.net
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The Salem Spirit can now be e-mailed to you each month instead of being delivered by mail.

You’ll get to see our newsletter in full color…. it’s an ecologically-friendly option…. And you’ll save Salem 
money in printing and postage costs.

In order to subscribe via e-mail, you’ll need to “opt in” by e-mailing Linda Magnuson at 
linda@salemlc.net

Go Green and Save Salem Some $$$!

mailto:linda@salemlc.net

