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Fall brings new beginnings
A Message from Pastor Howard Nielsen

September not only marks the beginning of a new school year bu
the beginning of our fall programming at Salem Lutheran We do not always
Church! Choirs, Catechism, circle meetings, Sunday school, adult know what the
education- all begin anew.Of course, our committees and Mission EETTRS holds, but
Team meetings continue as does worshi® we move forward with
the programming, the Call Committee is moving forward refining t
Congregational Profile that will be presented to the Office of the who holds the

Bishop. Salem is indeed a vibrant and active congregation and is future.

moving forward in the midst of our transition.

On a personal note, my wife and | celebrate ouf adniversary Septembe# Our children have
planned an open house for us Sunday afternoon, SepTh2.whole family gathered in July for a
campout at our favorite campsite on Lake Superior, Canéidaas a marvelous week

together. Friends in Michigan had a party for us ale have been truly blessed by becoming
friends with so many folks over the years and we feel equally as blessed getting to know you folks
here at Salem.

we know well
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the future.

Pastor Nielsen
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Statistics, trends, and Salem
A Message from Pastor Jeff Cox

Dear Members and Friends of Salem Lutheran Church,

L ¢6la&a LR1AY3 INRdzyR GKS 9[ /! Q& 6S0aAilSsE 6606dSt Ol c
and Evaluation department, charged with keeping track of the trends of the ELCA and learning more about wh
people think within the ELCA.

While there | found two documents with information that | think it would be good for everyone at Salem to knov
¢KS FTANRG A& | R20dzySyid OFffSR a4/ KFy3aS Ay [/ 2y 3aANB:

document breaks down the total number of ELCA congregations in 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2008 by type based
average attendance, which looks like this:

Type&Average
Attendance

Numberof Congregations

2000 2008 Change %Change
o* 109 82 -31 -27.4%
1¢50 2,269 2,788 +42.5%
51¢ 150 4,995 4,785 -9.7%
151¢ 350 2,625 2,142 -26.5%
351¢ 800 691 533 -25.7%
801 or More 81 78 +20.0%

Total 10,770 | 10,408 -6.0%
*.1 aAaairzy O2y3aNBIlGAZ2Y KFra y2i 0SSy AyO2N

As you can see, there were 831 more congregations that averagédri
worship in 2008 than there were in 1990, and there were 774 fewer
congregations that averaged 12560 in worship in 2008 than in 1990.

While hundreds
of ELCA
congregations
were declining
in worship

Keep in mind that these figures are before the controversial votes at the 20(
ChurchwideAssembly, one of the unintended consequences of which has be
an acceleration of a downward trend in worship attendance in the ELCA.

attendance from
1990 to 2008,
Salem was going

| also found another document that was interesting to me. This one is entitle
Gl 2¢g [FNBS A& ,2dzNJ /2y 3INBIALGA2Y [ 3

against that
grain.

This document breaks down average attendance into smaller groupings anc
lists the percentage of congregations of each size and that are of that size a
smaller, which looks like the table on the next page:



Size in Average| Number of Percentof Percentile W so what does this show for Salem
Attendance Congregations| Congregations (which has been in the 26450 range
1001+ 44 0.4% 100.0% for over 15 consecutive years)?

751¢ 1000 49 0.5% 99.6% One thing it shows is that while
501¢ 350 1.8% 99.1% hundreds of ELCA congregations were
declining in worship attendance from

351¢ 500 3.5% 97.3% 1990 to 2008, Salem was going agains
251¢ 350 6.0% 93.8%

that grain by generally increasing in
worship attendance until around 2002,
201¢ 250 6.4% 87.8% and then experiencing a few up and

down trends since then (but never
Lol 200 et 81.5% going below the 200 level of average
101¢ 150 16.3% 72.0% worship attendance, even in the past
year.)

76¢ 100 13.0% 55.7%

51¢75 16.9% 42.7% This also shows that in 2008 Salem we
actually larger than at least 82% of all
36¢50 11.4% 25.8% ELCA congregations, a percentage thz
21¢35 9.6% 14.5% can only have increased over this past
year.

1¢20 4.9% 4.9%

il 100% Salem may look small fr_om_ the outside
It may feel small on the inside.

But as ELCA congregations go (and even more so when including congregations of all J_uthgzran dengmination
Aa y20G avrtt Ay NBIFNREA (G2 62NBKALI FGGSYRIFYyOSz Iy
The reality of Salem being a larger congregation also has other implications. Salem may look
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other hand there are many small congregations that are also very unfriendly JER{ISIEI =1 KelaR1g[=!
inhospitable. inside. But

| am aware that at least some are frustrated that there are so many people a _Salem IS not
{FESY KSe R2yQi 1y26s SaLSOALT (e [MEUEURGRELEE I

services, but this has been true of Salem ever since it went to a worship sche to worship

with two services (an(_JI the most effective way to deal with this is for all the attendance.
members to wear their nametags every Sunday).

So congratulations Salem Lutheran Churégh2 dzQNBE y 24 2dzad + £ F NESNJ 02y ANE

downward trend of average worship attendance since 1990 in the ELCA! Others can and will look to Salem fo
that when a congregation focuses on the mission and ministry of the Gospel rather than on itself, it can contint
develop as a vibrant, relevant, and friendly faith community.

In Christ, Pastor Jeff

Calling all Lutheran Disney cast members & colleagues!

You are invited to join a great bunch of Disney Cast Members, active and retired, who get together®n the 4
Thursday of each month in the Team Disney Cafeteria from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm (as schedules allow) for mut

support, conversation, and prayer, especially important during these economic times. This month we will mee
September 28. For more information, or to be put on the monthly email reminder list, please contact Pastor Je

pastorjeff@SalemLC.net
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September worship leaders
Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, Readers, Assisting Ministers, and Nursery Volunteers

Sunday Septemberts 2010 8:00am

Sunday Septemberts 2010 9:15am

Greeters: Jerry & Anne Lauer
Ushers:
Acolyte: SkylerJohnson

Assisting Minister: Cind§nodtBenoit

Sunday September 12 2010 8:00am

Greeters: Rose Kurtz
Ushers:
Acolyte:

Nursery Volunteer: BirgRumplik

Sunday September 12 2010 9:15am

Sunday September! 2010 10:30am
Greeters: Mike & Cheryl Swyryn, Dick &
Barbara Gardner

Ushers:

Acolyte:

AssistingMinister: OPEN
Nursery Volunteer: Suzyrieder

Sunday September ¥2 2010 10:30am

Greeters: Roy & Eleanor Mecklenburg
Ushers:
Acolyte: JordaMinoff

Assisting Minister: Paul Johnson

Sunday September 19 2010 8:00am

Greeters: George & Ruth Wise
Ushers:
Acolyte:

Nursery Volunteer: Martha Irwin

Sunday September 19 2010 9:15am

Greeters: Bill & Susaropparj Bob &
JulieGarlitzke

Ushers:

Acolyte:

Assisting Minister: Linda Magnuson
Nursery Volunteer: Kathy Stark

Sunday September 19 2010 10:30am

Greeters: Richard & Barb Ryan
Ushers:

Acolyte: SkylerJohnson

Greeters: Sandy Csobadi
Ushers:

Acolyte:

Assisting Minister: Eleanor MecklenburdNursery Volunteer: Kelly Scott

Sunday September 26 2010 8:00am

Sunday September 26 2010 9:15am

Greeters: Brian & Maria Blackmore, Irer
Kappes

Ushers:

Acolyte:

Assisting Minister: OPEN
Nursery Volunteer: Cheryl Swyryn

Sunday September 26 2010 10:30am

Greeters: Gary & Traci Hershberger
Ushers:
Acolyte: JordaMinoff

Assisting Minister: OPEN

Greeters: ArlynKoula
Ushers:
Acolyte:

Nursery Volunteer: Jenny Cox

Greeters: Dick & Barbara Gardner, Bob
Marie Kase

Ushers:
Acolyte:
Assisting Minister: OPEN

Nursery Volunteer: C. Adkins

Attention Nursery Volunteers!lf your home/family/work schedule is in conflict with the dates you are
scheduled to volunteer, please trade with someone else so that the nursery remains staffed each wee

Thank you for your volunteer efforts, and please, continue to ask others if they feel called to contribut
hour each month to help outt Jenny Cox




The Circle of Hope

The Circle of Hope is the evening women's study group at Salem. We formed shortly after the devas
earthquake in Haiti, and since that disaster was so fresh in our minds, we helpedtdicate the
collection of toiletries, towels, and bedding for those Haitians who became refugees in Florida.

We welcome all women of Salem to join us the fourth Monday of each month iE¢kkardtellowship
Hall at 7:00 PM.

This fall we are using the bo@ad Girls of the Bible (and What We Can Learn from Thyiny Curtis
Higgs. The book takes a Biblical woman and retells her story in a contemporary way, then delves intc
Scriptures for a new perspective on the original story. You can get a great deal on the book from
Amazon.com. The book is also available for purchase at local Christian bookstores.

On Monday, September 27, we will discuss Chapteéll AboutEvig @ tftSFaS 22AY ¢
and light refreshments (of the body and spirit).

If you have questions or need further information , please call Ruth Owrey a83®8176 or contact her
by email at rowrey@cfl.rr.com.

There are lots of waysboth ongoing and upcomingto have more funin a
relaxed and safe environmenqtright here in your own church!

Following each Sunday service, you are invited to come mingle with you

fellow brothers and sisters in Christltkhardt~ellowship Hall while you
‘ enjoy coffee, juice, and a variety of other refreshments. If you are intere

in supporting this important ministry by baking or providing food, we are

seeking a host for the fourth Sunday of each month. Our coffee hour hosts for the month of Septemb:
Peggy Johnson on Septembéy,Gary & Traci Hershberger on Septembéf ithe Youth Group on
September 19, and BirgiRumplik(8:00am & 9:15am) and Paul & Warf@eery(10:30am) on September
26N,

Octoberfestis Coming!Mark your calendars now for this fun German tradition, and keep an eye on the
bulletin board, the Sunday bulletins, and the next issue ofS3akem Spiritor more details!



September
birthdays

OMay vyou
all the days
of your
Jonathan Swift

James Holton, Shannon Stockton
Noah Taylor

MargaretMosser

Carol Stafford

MaggieBlehl
JohnDoshnaDianeOntko
JulieHachmeister Suzanne Meyer
CatherineParios

KaitlinBreslin

GaleBabcock, DonnBreslin Anna
Masterson, Kelli Johnson

JenniferSherin
PeterWynberg Lynda Voss
Kimberly DiMaggio

RusselKraft, Jordan Paxton, Hunter
Goldberg

Shelby Burns

LeAnnBenkoski Rebeccd8ladwin
Matthew Weaver

Anne Lauer, Wad®rtz, Makenzi
Erfurth

Keith Thompson

Eric Lutz, Kim Floyd, Brandon Loval
DianaParios David Murphyll
KariArmestq Reilly Durand
JeniferTietz

Jane Meyer

Savannah Barr

Amy McMullen, Erik&ronk
ChandraCronk

KaciJohnson
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ﬂ '\ What do
w Stephen

Ministers do?
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Church up the block will be training another class of Stephen
Ministers beginning on Tuesday, Octobéy 2010. Stephen
Ministers work alongside our pastors to care, encourage, and
provide emotional and spiritual support to people who are goil
through a difficult time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization,
unemployment, terminal iliness, relocation, chronic iliness, or
loneliness. If you have gifts for caring, encouragements, and
listening, please begin to prayerfully consider whether you
might want to be part of this exciting ministry. If you think you
might be interested, talk with one of our pastors or our Stephe
Ministry Leader, Mary Sikora, who can also be contacted via
mjsikora@cfl.rr.comfor more information and an application
form. -Mary Sikora

Finance Update
Our financial picture as of July 31, 2010:

July 2010 YTD
Income $20,561 $173,300
Expenses  $29,558 $188,893
Variance ($8,997) ($15,593)

Our monetary picture is not good. We are reaching into restric
funds in order to pay bills. While this is normally true during th
summer, we still do not enjoy taking these steps. We cannot
continue to do this while waiting for the resolution of our Senic
Pastor search. We need to maintain a viable mission program
outreach to continue life and growth at Salem. We need you tc
continue (or step into) a more active role to sustain Salem

| SNBEQa I RAFFSNBydG sgle (2 fz
A Budget for 2010: $348,8620r $6,708.88 per Sunday

A Received as of 7/31/10: $173,3Q0r $5,776.67 per Sunday
AcKIFIiQa I+ RSTAOAG 2F PdoHDPHI

Do | trust in our Father? Yes, | do!
Do | trust in your faithfulness? Yes, | do!-RogerKjosa



Family picnic & luau What i s t@leseNice? o

¢ KS Ofi dorsip service at Salem is
believed to be the only regularly
scheduled Christian worship service in

Everyone is invited to the family picnic and luau on Labor Da
Monday September®from 5:00¢ 7:00pm at Salem.

Please bring a covered dish, Hawaiian on the mainland United
salad, or dessert to share , and JREEUISRUISE-I XN Ao - SRV NN VAR B
a0A01 | NEdzy Rlié T JRNISAEK R

Hawaiian Worship service

following at 7:00pm. Created bykumuo a U S | KaehiNE

PunaheleandKahuo at I & (G 2 NE (
) PN ( <S bdz WhAf & SNIDAC
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aEVEIEURONICS VWO 1ot regularly at Salem for many years.
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. oo . ) Most of the service is offered in both
Feeling extra Hawaiian? Jd{awehibefore the luau at 4:30pm TN English and offers music

and learn some simple, basic hula to be presented to and dance from Hawaiian artists from

[ SG Qa4 KI @Banad @y YIRE 810y | YR S| [T e R R Rl SRVl
Kingdom together! -KawehiPunahele of each month at 7:00pm.

Emergency
Services Sunday

Deborah Circle begins
new program year

Deborah was a rare commaodity in the Old Testament

world; a woman with power. She was a judge who On Sunday, Octobef?32010, Salem O
became famous for the manner in which she settled gAff LINBaSyd a9YSNE
disputes and provided leadership in peace and war. { dzy R 8 ¢ Ay &dzLJL32 NIL
Deborah was a wise woman; a good person to hold up aJESIgVIe=R (oI ] (olat-ISMIalel (Ve[ Tals] @)
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officers, doctors, and nurses in o
The women of Deborah Circle are beginning a new celebration of their contributions to ™
program year. We will be using a study framtheran our community. Py
Woman Todaynagazipe asa gAuigIe for discugsion. The ™
audzre A a uAd f SR a¢KS t S2 LIEREGLITMiaYl orafamilymemberz
5A0SNBRAGEDE are in any related profession, we M
encourage and invite you to send us
We meet regularly on the third Monday of each month, at EEISU{eERTe ) IRV RIRe (E I K- R LI B
9:30 inEckhardt~ellowship Hall. We are a small group. media tribute during the service. O
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We would love to share this great experience with you. Please send the pictures to Jim g

Kuzman atamespkuzman@gmail.com—
Please plan to join us on Monday, September 20 for the RVl liaR e]or:lo[K=1E

TANRG aSaarzy 2F 2dzN) ySo AN TN oo Ree] N 0= IZE
will be examining four different methods of approaching iR EVASIE slt=\nlolsIg wa~Iok e}

the Scriptures:Eleanor Mecklenburg




