
Salem Spirit
Our Vision:  To be a congregation of disciples proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.

Our Mission:  To glorify God in all that we do, reflecting His love to our community and the world.

Thank You for the 35th 
Anniversary of Ordination Celebration 

CHURCH STAFF
Wayne Schmidt, Pastor     Jefferson Cox, Assistant Pastor     Linda Magnuson, Secretary

Jim Kuzman, Organist/Senior Director of Choirs        Sara Holton, Contemporary Worship Team Leader 
Ron Vanek, Grounds Keeper 

WORSHIP SERVICES
Traditional LBW Service with Holy Communion ς8:00am
Contemporary Service with Holy Communion ς9:15am

Traditional ELW Service with Holy Communion ς10:30am
Sunday School ς9:15am

Beloved Faith Family, Friends and Colleagues in the Kingdom ,

What a wonderful and memorable tribute Sunday, June 14th was for me!  I was, and continue to be, deeply touched by the 
experience - or better said - άŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎέΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝŀƭŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ 
extensive and generous. 

To each and every member of the Early Risers, the Senior Choir, the Contemporary Worship Music Team and our Chime Choir --
THANK YOU for so sacrificially and graciously giving of yourselves during each of the three morning worship offerings!

To each and every one of you who coordinated or contributed to making the Pot Luck dinner  ςTHANK YOU for a fabulous feast! 

To each and every one of you who made it your priority to be present for the festivities ςTHANK YOU for personally participating
and so graciously extending  your appreciation for my ministry over these past years! 

¢ƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴέ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ςTHANK 
YOU for being so considerate (and sneaky)!    

¢ƘŜ ƧŀŘŜ ǘƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳŜƴǘƻǎ L ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ά[ŀƳō ƛƴ IŀƴŘǎέ ǎƻ 
masterfully captured the depth of relationship you have allowed me to have with you as a pastor. I am in absolute awe of the 
artistic skill that went into the creation of this work of art, and even more so the ability to so perceptively visualize the essence of 
Ƴȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΣ έIƻƭȅΣ tǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŎǊŜŘΦέ  L ŀƳ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘΦ  L ŀƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘΦ L ŀƳ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛnto
silence. I have never been so honored.

I thank God for His grace, and His call to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament over these past 35 years.  Almost twenty of those 
thirty-ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ L ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΧ ŀƴŘ L have the 
delight of sharing with Pastor Cox.  Thanks be to God!  And again, I thank you for such a touching tribute!

Joyfully His and Yours,
Pastor Wayne

Salem Lutheran Church
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Salem Spirit:  Going Green and Saving $$$

The Salem Spirit can now be e-mailed to you each month instead of being delivered by mail.

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊΧΦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΧΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ {ŀƭŜƳ 
money in printing and postage costs.

In order to subscribe via e-ƳŀƛƭΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άƻǇǘ ƛƴέ ōȅ Ŝ-mailing Linda Magnuson at 
linda@salemlc.net

Salem Lutheran Church  7900 Apopka-Vineland Road  Orlando, FL  32819
Phone: 407-876-4000    Fax: 407-876-1084    E-mail: info@salemlc.net Website:  www.salemlc.net
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Praise the Lord with PSALMS Lifted Up!
A Message From Pastor Schmidt

Dearly Beloved,

άLǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǊǘŀƭǎΦέ    tǎŀƭƳ ммуΥу

The above quoted passage from the Book of Psalms is -- the center of the Bible.  So much of our spirituality as Christians 
is centered in the PSALMS. This past week, on three different occasions, during three different conversations, three 
different people referred to three different PSALMS.

We turn to the Psalms as we seek to live life as the people of God. The PSALMS help us give expression to the deepest 
of our feelings, emotions and thoughts. They are saturated with both laughter and lament. They are an open book to 
the human soul. The Psalms originated in the midst of life and continue to reappear in the midst of our lives.  They 
speak of the human experience; they speak to our human experience.  They are filled with the bliss of irrepressible 
HAPPINESS and the bane of unstoppable TEARS. The Psalms permit us to dialogue openly  and honestly with God. They 
offer reflection on the mysteries of death and life, on poverty and prosperity.  They offer wisdom for balancing rest and 
work, advise on selecting a marriage partner and raising children.  They are song; they are poetry; they are liturgy; they 
are prayer.  They are inspirational; they are educational. They lead us ultimately to God and faith.

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ CŜǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ t{![a-Fest.  The Sunday services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. will be reflective of the 
άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ фΥмр ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅέ ǎƛŘŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
inspirational wonder and power, the spiritual beauty and elegance of the PSALMS.  As the Psalms served as the 
άƘȅƳƴōƻƻƪέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
worship experiences. There will be special music, special teaching moments for all, especially our children, and what 
Pastor Cox and I hope are for you ςǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΦέ

From Sunday, July 12th to August 24th the Psalms of emphasis will be:

Psalms 9 & 10 [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ 5L±Lb9 !./Ωǎ July 12
Psalm  51 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ h¢I9w tǎŀƭƳ July 19                                                      
Psalm  22 ¢ƘŜ [hw5Ω{ tǎŀƭƳ July 26
Psalm  103 How GOOD God Is! Aug   2
Psalm  46 [¦¢I9wΩ{ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴǘƘŜƳϥAug   9
Psalm  118 I LOVE to Tell The Story Aug 16
Psalm  24    Glorifying the KING Aug 23

For centuries the PSALMS have informed, directed, and inspired  both the public and private worship of Christian 
believers.  Young and old alike,  let us:

tǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΧ 
Praise him with trumpet sound;   
Praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
Praise him with strings and pipe!  (Psalm 150 excerpts)

Praise the Lord with PSALMS lifted up!

Pastor Wayne

Date
8:00 A.M.
North Door
At Fellowship Hall

9:15 A.M.
North Door
At Fellowship Hall

10:30 A.M.
North Door
At Fellowship Hall

10:30 A.M.
West Door
At Nave Entrance

June 28 M/M R Mecklenburg M/M M Thompson M/M B Toppari M/M M Swyryn & Family

July    5 M/M R Ryan M/M  G Wise M/M B Blackmore M/M B Toppari

July  12 M/M B Kaufman A Koula S Csobadi M/M B Blackmore

July 19 M/M G Hershberger R Kurtz M/M D Gardner S Csobadi

July 26 M/M J Lauer M/M M Thompson M/M R Garlitzke & Family M/M D Gardner

We want to thank all the greeters for your commitment to serve your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Below is the 
schedule until the end of July, 2009.  We need greeters for the 8:00 A.M. and the 9:15 A.M. services!  If you know anyone 
that goes to that service that would be willing to greet, please have them contact Dick or Barbara Gardner, or Dick 

Ericson.

Greeter Schedule

DATE 8:00am 9:15am 10:30am

June 28 Charlie Ryan

July 5 Alex Weitzel Allison 
Holton

Allison Holton & 
Erica Barr

July 12 Skyler
Johnson

Allison 
Holton

Joseph Cox & 
Katrina Lovan

July 19 Charlie Ryan Allison 
Holton

Erica Barr & 
Katrina Lovan

July 26 Alex Weitzel Brandon Lovan & 
Cameron Barr

Assisting Minister and
Lay Reader Schedule

Date 8:00am 10:30am

July 5 Roger Kjosa Keith Thompson
Jennifer Thompson

July 12 Roger Kjosa Eric Schubert

July 19 Eleanor 
Mecklenburg

Roger Kjosa

July 26 Paul Johnson Linda Magnuson

Thank You For the Music  Contributed by Jim Kuzman

After wrapping up my first year as Organist and Senior Director of Choirs here at Salem, I want to acknowledge and offer 
my deep appreciation to all of the singers, directors, leaders, and musicians who contribute to the music ministry team.

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ WŀƴŜ aŜȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭȅ wƛǎŜǊǎ /ƘƻƛǊΧ ǘƻ {ŀǊŀ Iƻƭǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳΧ ǘƻ WŜƴƴȅ 
/ƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƳŜ /ƘƻƛǊΧ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƘƻƛǊΧ ǘƻ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘ /ǎƻōŀŘƛΣ !κ± ƎǳǊǳΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
individuals who have contributed as instrumentalists and soloists throughout the season.

The level of dedication and cooperation among all of our choirs and their leaders has been rewarding and humbling.  It is 
a joy to witness the positive influence of The Holy Spirit working through each individual ςthe result of which, when 
brought together in any combination ςis music that makes a positive difference in our worship each week.  

Finally, my thanks to our Pastors for their ongoing support of the music ministry program - the importance of which 
cannot be underestimated, and should not be taken for granted.   Thank you all!

Acolyte Schedule



Being Positive-Minded:  
A Message from Pastor Cox

Dear Members and Friends of Salem Lutheran Church,

One of the most important, yet often overlooked, ways to make a positive difference in the life and work of our 
congregation is simple: be positive.  

Yes, our world is messed up, broken, not quite right, or however you want to put it, and it can be thus tempting to focus 
on those negative aspects of our world, of our congregation, or of those who make up the congregation.  We might even 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-
guessing actions taken in the past.  

.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ-minded people, those people who always see the glass as 
being half-empty, who focus only on the problems and never celebrate or highlight those positive things that do exist 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ όƛΦŜΦ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƭȅύΣ 
and exercise our God-given gifts for encouragement and mutual support.  Besides, a congregation full of people who 
only talk negatively is not a very uplifting or fun community to be part of.

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ-minded people within the congregation, which helps explain 
why Salem has had the privilege of welcoming so many new members over the past few years in particular.  But in times 
of stress, such as during economic downturns or when new construction is considered and then implemented, that 
ǎǘǊŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀƴ 
others.  

Thus I share these thoughts to thank you for being a very positive-minded and focused congregation, and as a gentle 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
uplifting, encouraging, forgiving, and supportive to each other and those whom the Lord puts into our daily lives.

In Christ,
Pastor Jeff

Calling all Lutheran Disney Cast Members and colleagues!  

You are invited to join a great bunch of Disney Cast Members, active and retired, who get together on the 4th Thursday 
of each month in the Team Disney Cafeteria from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm (as schedules allow) for mutual support, 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ 
Thursday, July 23rd.

²Ŝ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳǎΥ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
freedom of the Gospel reigns supreme, and our earthly kingdom/nation, where the rule of law holds sway.  

No one understands the tension between the Two Kingdoms better than those who also work in the Kingdom of the 
Mouse!  

For more information, or to be put on the monthly email reminder list, please contact Pastor Jeff @ 

pastorjeff@SalemLC.net! 

Two Kingdoms
Prayer Lunch

Walking Before We Can Run
Contributed by Scott Fetterhoff

We have all heard the saying you have to crawl before you walk and walk before you run.  That is exactly what is 
happening at Salem regarding the mission to improve our facilities.  We are upright and walking, and
now at a steady pace.    

A brief recap...on April 26th Salem held a quarterly meeting to inform the congregation of progress made with 
Orange county regarding how to entitle our property for improvements.  We learned a lot, and especially how to go 
about it.  50 members attended this informative event. 

On May 31st the congregation met again, this time to discuss what physical improvements would make the most 
sense for both its short term needs and long term improvements - important for a healthy, growing congregation as 
it looks to the next 25 years.  This highly interactive event was attended by 34 members who freely spoke-up and 
gave their opinions.  There was excellent representation by our members, the staff, and our working committees.  
The comments and resulting direction was amazing and you could feel the energy in the room.

On June 14th Salem's congregation voted overwhelmingly to move forward with lease agreements with both T-
mobile and Growing Minds Montessori School.  73 members attended this event. (Of course Pastor's 35th 
anniversary didn't hurt any!)  The congregation's acts will begin to provide needed revenue to further the expressed 
desire to improve our facilities.  Clearly it was a milestone event in our history.

So what will happen next?  How do we take the encouraging events of the first half of the year to advance our 
mission?  

Well, first we will execute the lease agreements (now anticipated by June end).  The tenants are certainly excited and 
your Mission Team is too.  You have voted your approval of the MT efforts and more importantly you are sending a 
signal to the MT to walk quicker.

Secondly, the results of the May 31st work shop will be made available to the congregation.  What's great about this 
is that we will finally have a tool that will lead directly to a working program.  In planning terms the program is the 
road map for design work.  Think of giving our ship a rudder, that's the direct outcome of this event.

You should be very proud of your participation in the church's future!

Sincerely,
Scott Fetterhoff
2009 Mission Team President

Salem Summer Picnic Scheduled for July 5th!

ΧƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ млΥол ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŜƴŘǎΦ  CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ ..vΣ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ 
and Bratwurst along with condiments. We will ask all attendees to provide a covered picnic 
dish to supplement the main dish. There will be a wet slide and bouncy house for the kids, 
along with games for all and a concert will be provided by our talented musical groups for your 
enjoyment. Please a lawn chair for your comfort and sign up for the picnic on the bulletin 
board across from the Church Office by Sunday, June 28th.

mailto:pastorjeff@SalemLC.net


Praying and Pruning
Contributed by Eric Schubert 

Copyright (c) 2009, The Rev. Sharron Riessinger Lucas 
All rights reserved. Used by permission

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. -John 15:1-2 (NRSV) 

I may be a lot of things, but one thing I am not is a master gardener. In fact, I feel quite 
ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ LΩǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƻƳŀǘƻ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎǎƻǊǘŜŘ ƘŜǊōǎΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ 
straggly looking broccoli, and some commendable kale and lettuce.

The kicker is that I really would like to be a good gardener. I have visions of moving with 
solicitous care among rows of hearty and colorful vegetables. I can see lush strawberry and 
raspberry plants heavy with fruit. The perennials planted with great care by my predecessor 
and his wife are worthy of a spread in Better Homes and Gardens. There are, of course, in my 
little dream world a distinct absence of weeds and pests. All is right with the world. And then I 
wake up! 

I may never be a master gardener or even an adequate gardener. I never can get the Ph 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎΦ L ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎƪŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳŀǘƻ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ ¸ŜǎΣ LΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǾŜƎƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
other aspects of life and discipleship on which I need to focus. After all, I am a branchτjust a 
humble branch clinging to the vine of Jesus Christ, under the care of God the master gardener. 

My goal is to be the best branch in the body of Christ that I can possibly be. I want to produce 
good fruit. I am grafted to the vine, an adopted daughter who finds her every movement and 
very being in Jesus. Sometimes my leaves get scorched, and I feel a little wilted as the cares of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ 
it so happens that those parched seasons are the very times I think I can go it alone and do 
things my way. 

Fortunately, the master gardener cares about each and every little seedling in creation. The 
creation account reminds us that everything God created was proclaimed good, so my 
sometimes spindly presence is still valued by the Lord of all. You see, God is good at pruningτ
really good. God is able to take the humblest branch and prune it back just right so that it will 
soon flourish and bring forth a bounty of good fruit. God keeps me connected to the vine even 
ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŜŀƴ ǊǳƴƴŜǊΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭΦ ¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ȅƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
good harvest, the dead parts have to go. Being pruned is a humbling experience and can leave 
one feeling vulnerable and small. Yet out of that vulnerability, out of that place of discomfort, 
blossoms a new creation. The pruning draws me closer to the true vine. So pray for the 
ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎΣ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜΦ DƻŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōƭƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿΦ WŀŎƪΩǎ ōŜŀƴǎǘŀƭƪ Ƙŀǎ 
nothing on the true vine of Jesus. Thanks be to God! 

July Birthdays

7/1 Joan Boehmer, Jordan Minoff, Regan Weitzel

7/2 Barbara Ryan, Nancy Weaver, Colin Greene, 
Jim Kuzman

7/3 Gerdi Taylor, Sydney Goldberg

7/4 David Mooney

7/5 Paula Strode, Alison Palmer

7/6 Richard Gardner

7/7 Jerry Lauer, Honey Mathis, Rick Lameck

7/8 Lillian Dell, Bill Toppari

7/9 Kevin Sherin, Bryce Lyles

7/10 Priscilla Fitszgerald, Kesslor Davies

7/11 Mary Berzoni

7/12 Dan Gray, Robert Garlitzke

7/13 Sara Holton, Jaiden Ziegler

7/14 Haley Lohr

7/15 Kristy Rundle

7/17 Erich Mertz

7/18 Peter Weissgerber, David Murphy, Hunter 
Herold

7/20 Devin Kennedy

7/21 Vicki Slingluff-Andrews

7/22 Mary Blehl, Jennifer Thompson, Erica Lutz

7/24 Meredith Csobadi, Melissa Rumbley, Aaron 
Fetterhoff

7/25 Jackie Williams, Jesse Rawley, Adam Kjosa, 
Blake Blahut

7/26 Robert Kase, Jennifer Avegno

7/28 William Kaufman, Gillian Violette

7/29 Nancy Ericson, Cayla Ontko

7/31 Grace Sherin, Madison Kjosa

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ
Study In July

The day is Monday, July 20th. 

The time is 9:30. 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΧǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ 

Can you be there? We would love to see you!

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛƴ άaŀǊȅΥ ! 
²ƻƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ {ŜŀǎƻƴǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛǎ 
άYƛƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎέ 
which looks at the kinship/friendship between 
Mary and Elizabeth as they both await giving 
birth, the births of John the baptizer and Jesus, 
ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƳŜƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŀ ƛƴ 
the temple. 

The lesson material is found in the July/August 
issue of Lutheran Woman Today. You may 
request a copy from the church office for 
preparation. 

It is helpful to read the lesson before the 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
keep you away!

Finance Report

FOR THE MONTH YEAR - TO - DATE

ACTUAL BUDGET 2008 ACTUAL BUDGET 2008

27,735 29,015 25,752 147,306 144,803 134,510 

28,783 27,795 25,915 150,248 146,435 142,236 

(1,048) 1,220 (163) (2,942) (1,632) (7,726)


