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Our Mission:  To glorify God in all that we do, reflecting His love to our community and the world.

Salem Lutheran Church  7900 Apopka-Vineland Road  Orlando, FL  32819
Phone: 407-876-4000    Fax: 407-876-1084    E-mail: info@salemlc.net Website:  www.salemlc.net

CHURCH STAFF
Jefferson Cox, Assistant Pastor     Linda Magnuson, Secretary

Jim Kuzman, Organist/Senior Director of ChoirsRon Vanek, Grounds Keeper 

WORSHIP SERVICES
Traditional LBW Service with Holy Communion ς8:00am
Contemporary Service with Holy Communion ς9:15am

Traditional ELW Service with Holy Communion ς10:30am
Sunday School ς9:15am

October 2009

Who Is Pastor Nielsen?
/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ōȅΧ Pastor Nielsen!

Hello! Since my retirement in Michigan at the end of 1998 and moving to Florida, I have served as an Interim or 
Transitional Pastor in Lakeland (two congregations), Port Richey, WeekiWachee, Groveland, a two point parish in 
Tampa, and as a temporary Assistant Pastor in Longwood.

My wife of 49 years, Janet, and I have five children and eight grandchildren.Together with our youngest daughter, 
Marci, we live in Celebration, Florida.Our oldest daughter Rita and family live in Hobe Sound, Florida.Daughter Jena 
and family live in Clermont.Son Paul and his wife live in Golden, Colorado and our daughter Kristin and family live in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.(She and her husband are pastors of Good Shepherd Lutheran in Milwaukee).

Before becoming a pastor, I was an electrical and mechanical draftsman working in Research and Development on 
several military and civilian projects including the Apollo space program.As a result, I like to keep up on what is 
happening at NASA.

For 32 years I served parishes in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan.I graduated from St. Olaf College, Northfield, 
Minnesota and from Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Berkeley, California.I served in the Army from 1958-1960 
including six months teaching drafting to Iranian soldiers in Tehran, Iran.It was in Iran that I met my wife who was a 
short term Presbyterian missionary from Ohio teaching in the Community Presbyterian High School.We have both 
traveled throughout the Middle East, including the Holy Land.

While serving congregations, my wife and I have led congregational trips to Germany, Australia, and New Zealand and 
participated in the Augsburg College seminars in Guatemala and Nicaragua.Our personal travels include Europe 
especially the Scandinavian countries and, of course, Canada.

(Continued on Page 2)
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tŀǎǘƻǊ bƛŜƭǎŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘύ

Because of our interest for better relations between the peoples of the world we have hosted several exchange 
students over the years.We later visited them in their home countries and almost every year one of them and their 
families come to visit us.

In Michigan, I was Sr. Pastor at St. Matins Lutheran Church for 23 years with a staff that included an Associate Pastor, 
music director, and several volunteers.I supervised seven seminary interns who went on to be pastors in the 
ELCA.We keep contact with them and enjoy hearing about their ministries, also.

My wife Janet taught Special Education students for years in Michigan and for a time here in Florida.She is retired 
now and enjoys sewing for the grandkids, gardening, and collecting nineteenth century stamps and Madame 
Alexander dolls.

My hobbies are writing and photography. Some of my prints hang on the wall in our Craft House, where we feature 
original art by family and friends.The craft house is a separate building on our lot that also serves as a guest house 
when family and friends drop in.

For the past nine years I have worked two days a week as a part time Research Assistant at Walt Disney World 
interviewing guests.I also sing in the Candlelight Processional at Epcot each Christmas season and in the SingLive
Community Chorus presenting concerts in the Orlando area.

Lƴ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 
Celebration.For two years I chaired the ecumenical taskforce that made recommendations to Disney on how 
congregations are started in a new community.

I look forward to meeting each of you and helping you through this transition period.

Your servant in Christ,   Pastor Nielsen

H1 N1 Influenza Information
Contributed by Kevin Sherin

Please pray about the H1 N1 influenza for the fall. Psalm 91 is especially meaningful to me personally in thinking about 
the need for God's protection for our families and communities. We should abide under the shadow of the Almighty, as 
the psalmist says. And not be afraid of the "pestilence" or disease at noonday. That pretty well sums it up. The worst 
thing that any of us can do is to succumb to fear in this life. Pandemics can sometimes produce fear among some folks. 
We trust that it will not happen to us, as long as we trust in Him. 

So stay close to the Lord, wash your hands frequently and cover your cough. The flu is spread by droplet infections. 
People with a fever and flu like symptoms should stay home from school or work, until the fever is gone for 24 hours, 
on no medication. 

The priority groups for H1 N1 vaccine are pregnant women, children, and people with chronic diseases from age 24 -
65(somewhat opposite of the seasonal flu where those over 65 are at greater risk). The vaccine is expected to become 
available in mid October. Seasonal flu vaccine is available now but won't protect against the new H1 N1 strain. 

For children, I strongly suggest an entertaining video on the web, proectdontinfect.com. It was produced locally for the 
Orange County Health Dept. There is a CD version available by calling the Health Department at 407-058-1400. It can be 
used in all grade schools, public and private, no matter which county, and is OK for older kids and adults too! Please 
spread the word, NOT THE FLU!

Kevin Sherin, MD Health Officer of Orange County



The Importance to Salem of Demographics
Contributed by Pastor Jeff

Dear Members and Friends of Salem Lutheran Church,

Last month I was asked by Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Rita Gardner Tweed to consider serving as a resource person 
for a new demographic service that the synod has subscribed to, called Mission Insite.  

Now I realize that demographics, the study of populations and their trends, is not a very exciting topic for many 
people, but I personally find it fascinating and incredibly useful in vision work for congregations, so I jumped at the 
ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙǳǎ LΩƳ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ όōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
greater Orlando area) for this resource.  I pray that as they begin using the incredible amount of information that this 
resource puts at their fingertips each congregation begins to better understand the people living around them and 
their needs, and even to better understand the people within their congregations as well.  (A similar but less extensive 
resource was tremendously helpful to me in this way during my first call at St. James Lutheran Church in Jacksonville.)

The first training session was held through the internet, and besides informative, it was also quite amusing, in that the 
trainer randomly selected Salem and our surrounding area to demonstrate many of the features of the program.  He 
selected two particular areas to show how they differed in their population densities.  When he pointed to the second 
ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƭƻǿ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
livingǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ thereΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ ²ƻǊƭŘΗέ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ

²Ƙŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
surrounding communities.   

First of all, since 1990 the population of our communities has grown at an incredible rate - over 100%. (In other words 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘΦύ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪŜǊΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΦ  

Second, the people living in the communities around Salem are some of the most affluent in our nation, and are far 
more affluent than the average for Florida.  Again, this is not a shocker, when one considers the proximity of Bay Hill, 
Windermere, and Isleworth.

But this information by itself is not that useful.  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭŜƳ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
growth and compare it to the membership growth of Salem over the same timeframe, we see that Salem has not 
grown at the same rate.  This means that Salem can grow significantly larger (if desired) by addressing whatever issues 
were limiting congregational numerical growth as the communities around Salem grew at a faster rate.  It also means 
the amount of wealth at the disposal of those living in the communities around Salem is immense.  

One thing that this means is that financial resources need never be a limiting factor in any plan, strategy or vision for 
the future within the life of the congregation.  Plenty of smaller congregations within far less affluent communities do 
amazing things with their more limited financial resources.  This reality gives Salem the freedom to be bold and 
decisive in its visions for the mission and ministry of the Gospel.

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƛǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
me (407-414-5261 or pastorjeff@salemlc.net).

In Christ,
Pastor Jeff

mailto:pastorjeff@salemlc.net


Fellowship News
Contributed by Gary and Traci Hershberger 

Celebrate Oktoberfest with your Salem Family!  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜǊΣ ōǊŀǘǎΣ ǇǊŜǘȊŜƭǎΣ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ςon Saturday, 
October 17thΣ нллф ŦǊƻƳ сΥллǇƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ΚΚΚ   ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴǳǇ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄΦ

Sunday Coffee Hour Schedule:
Sunday coffee starts at 9AM and continues until 12 noon.  We are always looking for people to help by baking, buying 
food, or working in the kitchen.  If you would like to help out on an available date, contact Traci Hershberger at 407-
408-7239.  If you want to help out on a date where someone is already signed up, just contact the owner listed on 
that date.

Date Coffee Hour Owner

September27 Gary& TraciHershberger

Otober4 WitnessςDickErickson

October11 PaulStark& PeggyJohnson

October18 YouthςAndrew& SuzanneMeyer

October25 Gary& TraciHershberger

November1 PaulStark& PeggyJohnson

November8 Openςareyouwilling to serve??

November15 YouthςAndrew& SuznneMeyer

November22 Gary& TraciHershberger

November29 Openςareyouwilling to serve??

Blessing of the Animals
Contributed by Pastor Jeff

On Saturday, October 3rd, at 10:30am, in recognition of 
the feast day of St. Francis of Assissi, we will take the 
opportunity to bless the animals that bring joy to our 
lives.  

Bring your family pets to Salem and invite your friends 
and neighbors to do the same so that these special 
creatures can be blessed, because they are such a 
blessing to us.  

Please keep your pets safe during this event by keeping 
the smaller animals within their carriers and the larger 
animals securely leashed at all times.  

You will also be responsible for picking up after your pet, 
if need be. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Jeff at 
pastorjeff@salemlc.netor at 407-414-5261

Youth Group Gatherings
Contributed by Pastor Jeff

Movie Night at Regal Pointe 21 Cinema
Sunday, October 4th

²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ άфέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀǘŜŘ tD-
мо ŦƻǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 
guarantee that the movie will still be in the theatres by 
this date.  Exact time to be determined.  Dinner will not 
be included in this event, but food can be purchased at 
the theatre

Contact Pr. Jeff (407-414-5261/pastorjeff@salemlc.net) 
for the latest information.

Prayer ςTalking With God
Sunday, October 18th, 5:00pm ς7:00pm

We will learn about and discuss prayer ςwhat is it, what 
happens when we pray, and various ways to pray ςall 
while having a little fun rating certain prayers from TV and 
the movies. 

Dinner will be provided.

mailto:pastorjeff@salemlc.net


Welcome Pastor Nielson
Contributed by Scott Fetterhoff

Please welcome Pastor Nielsen and his family to Salem 
Lutheran Church!  

Pastor Nielsen will serve in the leadership role as our 
interim Senior Pastor while we transition through this 
challenging yet exciting time of change at Salem 
Lutheran Church.  

Pastor and his wife Janet of 49 years have five children 
and eight grandchildren and a fantastic life story to 
share.  

We are very fortunate to have Pastor Nielsen serve in 
this transition Pastoral role, he brings a wealth of 
experience having served parishes in Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Michigan, Lakeland, Port Richey, Weeki
Wachee, Groveland, and Tampa.  He and his wife Janet 
met in Iran; he working in the Army as a technical 
trainer, and she as a missionary.  They have traveled 
extensively throughout Europe and the Middle East 
including the Holy Land.  

Pastor Nielsen is well connected to our central Florida 
area now living in Celebration with his wife Janet and 
youngest daughter Marci.  He worked in the NASA 
Apollo space program and also works part time for 
Walt Disney World as a Research Assistant 
interviewing guests.

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƛŜƭǎŜƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
story.  Please seek them out for exciting conversation 
and please join me in welcoming such a wonderful 
family to help shepherd us at Salem Lutheran Church.

Sincerely,
Scott Fetterhoff, Mission Team President  

{ŀƭŜƳ ²ƻǊƪ 5ŀȅ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳέ
Contributed by Scott Fetterhoff

Salem Lutheran Church held a successful work day on 
Saturday September 19th.Attending were Cindy Knodt-
Benoit, Meghan Swyryn, Liam Swyryn, Mike Swyryn, 
Dick Ericson, Ray Lien, Eric Schubert, Scott Fetterhoff, 
Joseph Cox, and Pastor Cox.A lot of work went into 
removing overgrowth along the Apopka-Vineland front 
hedge, as well as cleaning up the overgrowth in 
selected parking lot planters.Many, many thanks to all 
of you who gave ofyour time and talents.Your efforts 
havemade abig impact!

Assisting Ministers Needed
Contributed by Roger Kjosa

Have you ever thought about becoming as assisting 
minister? 

If you have, Salem is in need of more Assisting Ministers 
at the 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services. Your skills would be 
used to enhance the worship experience of all who 
attend Salem. 

If you desire to learn more about being an Assisting 
Minister, please talk to Roger Kjosaor any Assisting 
Minister to learn more. We would be happy to train and 
guide you along your journey.

Please consider volunteering. 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ
Contributed by Eleanor Mecklenburg

Deborah Circle meets the third Monday of every month 
in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am for Bible study and 
fellowship. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
lesson for October 19th is based on chapter four. Paul 
understood that most of the people he was writing to 
would not read his words but would hear them. We will 
see how his letters are written with hearers in mind. 

Chapter four also deals with how all believers in Christ 
are ancestors of Abraham. The lesson is found in the 
October issue of Lutheran Woman Today.  A copy is 
available from the church office. It is helpful, but not 
necessary, to read the lesson in preparation.

Would you like to participate in a monthly Bible study 
ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΚ Lǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
takes a few interested women to form a circle. If you 
would like to be a part of such a group, please give your 
name to Eleanor Mecklenburg. She and the other 
members of Deborah Circle will be happy to help you 
get started.



.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ {ŀƭŜƳ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΧ
We currently have five trained members of Salem who have been commission by our congregation to be our Stephen 
aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ά!ŦǘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜέΥ

Stephen Ministers are there:
. . . after ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƘƻǇŜŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘΦ
. . . after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls out of your life.
. . . after ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ōŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦ
. . . after ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΦέ
. . . after ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦέ
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives awayτand the house suddenly seems empty.
. . . after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.

bŜǿ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
participants from Salem. Classes will begin in early January 2010, but the application process has already begun. Please 
contact Pastor Jeff [pastorcox@salemlc.net] or Mary Sikora[mjsikora@cfl.rr.com] for more information. What a wonderful 
opportunity to serve!

.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ {ŀƭŜƳ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊΧ
A strong leadership team is the key to a healthy, effective, lasting Stephen Ministry. That's why it is important for Salem to 
plan now to expand our Stephen Leader team [which currently is Pastor Jeff & Mary Sikora] by sending one or more people 
ǘƻ ŀ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ŜǊƛŜǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ нлмлΦ

You do not have to be a Stephen Minister to be a Stephen Leader, but in this week of training you will learn a great deal 
about both.

The courses will be held in Orlando from January 10thς16th, 2010, and again from June 13thς19th, 2010.  

Our new Stephen Leaderswill return from the LTC fully equipped, ready to strengthen and energize our Stephen Leader 
Team and the Salem congregation's Stephen Ministry.

нлмл [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻǳǊǎŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ǘ [ƻǳƛǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 
Ministry Office at (314) 428-2600 (Monday-Friday, 8 A.M.-5 P.M. Central Time) to request them by mail.

Stephen Ministry is one of the best investments our congregation can make--particularly during tough times--since our 
Stephen Leaders can equip volunteer lay Stephen Ministers to deepen and expand the amount of caring ministry our 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ

If becoming a Stephen Minister or Stephen Leader is not where you feel your gifts lie, but you are aware of the importance 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŀǊƳŀǊƪŜŘ άCƻǊ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
members to these valuable training sessions. Thank you for caring! 

Mary Sikora



Calling all Lutheran Disney Cast Members and 
colleagues!  

You are invited to join a great bunch of Disney Cast 
Members, active and retired, who get together on 
the 4th Thursday of each month in the Team Disney 
Cafeteria from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm (as schedules 
allow) for mutual support, conversation, and prayer, 
especially important during these economic times.  
¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 
October 22nd, 2009

²Ŝ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ 
simultaneously in two kingdoms: the Kingdom of 
God, where the freedom of the Gospel reigns 
supreme, and our earthly kingdom/nation, where 
the rule of law holds sway.  

No one understands the tension between the Two 
Kingdoms better than those who also work in the 
Kingdom of the Mouse!  

For more information, or to be put on the monthly 
email reminder list, please contact Pastor Jeff @ 

pastorjeff@SalemLC.net.

Two Kingdoms 
Prayer Lunch

Special Thanks 
to Sara Holton
Contributed by Scott Fetterhoff

This is a short note of extreme gratitude and thanks 
to Sara Holton who has done such a tremendous job 
of bringing contemporary music into Salem Lutheran 
Church.  

Sara has recently served as our Contemporary 
Worship Leader and was our prior Minister of Music.  

She and her husband James are off to new 
adventures and the entire staff and congregation 
wish them great success in this exciting time of 
change for them.  
God bless you Sara and family!  

Scott Fetterhoff, Mission Team President

What Do Stephen Ministers Do?

Christ Caring for People through People:  That's the motto 
of Stephen Ministry. 

The Stephen Minister's role is to bring God's love into the 
lives of people who are going through a difficult time or 
experiencing a crisis. 

What do Stephen Ministers do? They listen to you, care 
for you, support and encourage you, and pray with and 
for you.  And in the midst of this confidential, one-to-one, 
caring relationship, God's healing love comes pouring 
through.

If you or someone you know is facing a crisis--large or 
small--and could benefit from the caring presence of a 
Stephen Minister, talk to one of our Stephen Leaders, 
Pastor Cox or Mary Sikora. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you!

Congregational 
Treasurer Needed

Contributed by Barb Ryan

Salem is in need of a willing, qualified volunteer to fill 
the position of Congregational Treasurer. 

Given the specific skills required for this position, we are 
looking for a volunteer with actual accounting 
experience. 

The Treasurer serves on the Executive Board and 
Mission Team, and is responsible for the payment of all 
ōƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭΣ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ ŎŀǎƘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
preparation of monthly reports, filing of payroll taxes, 
and assisting with the preparation of the annual budget.

We are very grateful to Bill Rundle for filling this position 
so loyally and effectively for the past 5 years. 

For more details about the position, please see a 
member of the Finance Committee ςBill Rundle, Audrey 
Fetterhoffor Barb Ryan.

mailto:pastorjeff@SalemLC.net


7 Stewardship Reflections for Christians ςPart I
Contributed by Eric Schubert

2009 has certainly been an interesting year.  Our country 
experienced and is still recovering from serious economic 
circumstances, the ELCA is currently wrestling with 
resolutions agreed upon at its national gathering and 
Salem is in transition as we begin the process of calling a 
Senior Pastor. 

We have experienced both highs and lows, dealing with 
the trials and tribulations of our earthly pilgrimage as well 
as the joys.  In doing so, we would do well to keep in mind 
that Jesus is indeed Lord!

As we open our hearts and minds to what the Lord has in 
store for us in the coming year, I would like to offer the 
following stewardship reflections for your consideration 
over the next several months.  

1.  Count Your Blessings

ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear.  Is not life more important than food, and the body 
more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; 
they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much more 
valuable than they?  Can any one of you by worrying add 
ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚέ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ с Ǿнр-27

Throughout our everyday lives we are urged to want 
more; our society places great store on material 
possessions.  It suggests that the car that we drive, the 
brands of clothes that we wear, the mobile phone that we 
use all define us in some way.  It is easy to be lulled into 
believing this, and losing sight of our true value as a 
unique, loved child of God.  

It is easy to focus on what we want, rather than what we 
have, and to focus on the material rather than the other 
ways in which our lives are blessed.  However hard life 
seems, we have things we can be thankful for.

2.  Count Your Cash

ά{ǳǇǇƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǘƻǿŜǊΦ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it?  For if you lay the 
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who 
ǎŜŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦΩ   [ǳƪŜ мп Ǿну-30

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ōǳŘƎŜǘƛƴƎΦ  ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
we spend our money can be painful, particularly if we 
have less coming in than is going out.  But budgeting is 
not just a case of trying to make our money last to the 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
what our actual priorities are.  Bill Graham has said on a 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ άDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
ƛǎΦέ  

Whether we feel we need to or not, making a budget is a 
good way of managing the financial resources God has 
entrusted to us.  It enables us to take control and make 
decisions as to where we allocate money.  Without 
making a budget, we may find money is leaking away in 
some areas of our spending.

Eric Schubert
Stewardship Committee

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛŘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ 
please feel free to talk to Pastor Nielsen or Pastor Cox.  The ELCA website ςwww.elca.orgςhas the many documents 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴέ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛǎ 
also a valuable resource.  Limited versions of the printed articles can also be found on-line at www.thelutheran.org.  

Church Wide Assembly Information
Submitted by Pastor Nielsen

http://www.elca.org/
http://www.thelutheran.org/

