Our Vision:

To be a congregation of disciples proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.
Our Mission:
To Ga'rﬂﬂﬁy God in all that we do, reflecting His love to our community and the world.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

[ would like to express my sincere thanks and cfeep appreciation to everyone

who contributed to this year's Christmas cantata. The singers of the Early

Risers C;rair, Confemporary Wﬂrs.tn'p Team, and Senior Choir gave not anfy

af their talent but cl)[ their time at rehearsals and practices in an afreaJy e’:'usy

}mfr'alﬂy season, for which I am grateﬁx.{ Spec'r'a!' 'thank yous" to our a-:‘m’_gfe.s,

narrators, and multi-media volunteers whose presence added immeasumHy to

the experience...to Pastor Schmidt and Pastor Cox for their support of our

music progmm...amf to Sara Pefeﬁsf‘: far her creativity and masfeq(u,’

direction. P
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Dear Members and Friends af Salem Lutheran C .Imn:;t,

A new year brings new possibilities! As our congregation looks back on 2008 and forward
to this new year, we are blessed to have a fantastic document to gufare us in work logeti:er, our
Strategic Plan. This year's Strategic Plan is both streamlined and expﬂrm,ei Instead of 15 or so
gmfs as we had last year, this year's pfdn has ﬂn.'rg 10, so it's streamlined. ?fley are as fnﬂuws.

Under Discipleship we have these three; 1.) We receive 100% of our budgeted income for
2000: 2.) one hundred Salem members make a commitment to impact other at their workplace,
sc.lrm:::-.-’, and’fm’ communily f.\!rmug}l acls a)( Cfm'sﬁan compassion or witness; .—:nmjI 3.) one hundred

r:-::-rr_;qr.r:rrm:lI members are enrolled in a home devotional program.

Under Assimilation we have these two: 1.) average SunJay attendance is increased .Ely 5%
over the 2008 average; and 2.) three new fellowship experiences are provided this year that provide
opportunities j;}r BuiHj'ng refaﬁansf‘n'ps within the congregation.

Under Service we have three: 1.) one new mission service project is initiated in 2000; 2.)
one new spec'faf emp;msfs ﬂ}fr(eﬁng 1S caﬂecfed[ and 3.) one new community cvent is held that will
impact the needs or recognize the services af the local area.

But instead ﬂf ﬂm’y 3 critical targets (| Df'sc't'pfe.s;ﬁp, Aﬁsr'mﬂﬁ:ﬁan, and Service), we've added a
fourth, Heart, which is defined as "To provide all the resources necessary to meet the vision for the
ministry :Jf‘ the Gﬂspa] E!_y Salem Lutheran Church. This includes f:ﬁf;!, .Zmpe, !m.!e, courage,
compassion, and the commitment of time, talents, and treasures by the people of God." Our critical
targets for Heart are these two: 1.) a specific action plan for facility improvement is in place with a
timeline }{ar c.'amp.-’eﬁan; 2.) quarfen’y updat‘es as pram'a’m:{ mgarJing progress, anﬁcfpﬂtea’

commitments and cost, and opportunities fur mngregaﬁonaf involvement.

I ;mpe that these p!an.s are both pfeasfng to God and inspiring to us as a congregation, so
that our gmwf;: n Jiscfpfcsfzip, assfmifaﬁarz, service and heart can continue as we increase our
aﬁifity to impact our community and world with the Gos;:ref af Jesus Christ. Keep you eyes out ﬁvr
ﬁatnre notices about these opportunities.

In C}m'sf,
Pastor Jeff



From your Mission Team

Here are some af the f:igﬁr!@k!‘s fmm the
December Mission Team Meeting

* The 2000 Strategic Plan for Salem was
.*.tp';.nl'ra:lmmI fcrr presentation fo the congregation at
the Annual Congregational Mecting Part [ on
Sunday, December 14.

*  Contributions af over $4,000 1were

received in response to the needs of those
a_ﬁ(?ffed' by the hurricanes in Texas as well as
Haiti. $2, 000 had been sent to aid the victims
in Haiti. These who pfea,gen’ money should
make every e}_(y(m‘i to fwﬂgff that pﬁza’ge prior to
the end ﬂf 2008.
* Thanks were expressed to those Mission
Team members whose terms have m:p:"m-:f- and
those ul;.u:r are not returning: Matt Kurtz, Paul
Linnell and Eric Schubert.

* Look fn»r the mmp:{zfe minutes of Mission
Team meetings on the bulletin board in the
hallway across from the bathrooms. Also, don't
ﬁ:vrgﬂf to check our website fm* a .-’isﬁng of events

and activities. (wiww.salemlec. net),

ours in Discfpfesin’p,
Eric Schubert
Mission Team President

MISSION TEAM FOR 2000
President............Scott Fetterhoff
Vice President.... Keith Thompson
Secretary........... Meredith Csobadi
Treasurer.......... Bill Rundle

YEAR END PROPERTY &
BUILDING ACTIVITIES

To close out the year the Property & Building
Committee hosted fanr work a’ays; two occurring
in November, faﬁawmf i:y a third work e.:,ay on
December 13th, and a ﬁnaf .-feaf c‘l’ean-up party
on December 23rd.

In November the -'rarge pffes n}( accumulated
fana’scape a’e.'],:-‘rfs were gﬂJHHJ'HF ﬂ'ﬂ'd’ HSEG’ fﬂ!"
mulch around the campus. Also acmmpfr’sfrm’
in November was the c!mn-up ﬂj( the k:rge curbed
planter at the west end of the building turning it
into a marmgeaHe .-Iand.smpe garcfmr. The
December 13th work a’ay was interior f;:,vﬂm.?df
Fnuﬂfuing the repair af wall and cm‘fing ﬁ'm‘sf'm&
Three af the noted work Jnys included removing
those ever present fa-‘? Jeaves ﬁam the parf;.'ing lot.

Thank you }(ar the volunteer eﬂ;)n‘s o]r Dick
Ericson, Bill R:mcﬁu. Sean Rumﬂe. Scott
Fetfer}mﬂ; jﬂﬁ( Sﬂ?h‘, [van Canusquiffa. and
Ray Lien. A special thank you to Bill Rundle
far renting the E;.'r'pper.
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Dr. Pﬁ:imps Eﬂ’emerrtﬂry named Debra Greene
its support person of the year. Ms. Greene has
worked at DPES for three years and works with
second and ﬁﬁfi gma’e teachers and students.
She also assists students in the lunch room and

dismisses students every Jay.



LISTENING FOR GOD
RESUMES JANUARY 7

We had a _goaa' /!'u}g'inning with our short story
series "Listening for God" before Thanksgiving.
We pre all those who parﬁcr'pafed will Join us
agan ::rfong with lots c}f new fo-'ls. Canﬁnﬂaﬁan
parents get a special invitation. Please consider
taﬁ-ing this opportunity for your own grawffr in
fﬂr’:‘;: while your children are growing theirs.

We will be reading a series of short stories by
contemporary authors and Jr'sfuss:'ng how their
fafffi is evidenced in their work and what we take
ﬁ-um their work fﬂr our gmwfj:. We ask that
participants read the story in preparation ‘{ar the
class. Tom foﬁlﬂsan and Eleanor Mec}e)'engmrg
will take turns feaarfng the discussions. Either af
them or one ﬂf the pastor's can pmuic!e you with a
copy of the short story of the week. We will meet
on Wearnesa?ays at 0:30 in the Feﬂnwshfp Hall
(Pfease note that dinner will not be prrrur'Jm’.)

SALEM SMALL GROUP
BRIDGE PLAYERS

If you enjoy playing bridge once a month or so
with some fun Salem people, please join us for our
Frfd'ay January 30, 2000 at 7:00 pm get
fugef;wf at the home of Jo and Don Nelson.
Please call Jo or Don at 407-351-4388 as early
as pﬂss:'Hs 50 fjmy can work f::-r mw‘rh}?!es ﬂf 4
peap}e and give you directions. Al are welcome.

"PEACE IN THE VALLEY"

With one fam‘ in jazz, rfryﬂ’m: and blues and
the other in the church, Thomas Dersey
E?ﬂd'ged’ spin'fmf and blues music. Dubbed the
"fai‘lmr o}r ga.srpef music," he is said to have
coined the term f;ar the genre once known as
frymns or spin'fua-‘rs.

The son af a z‘mwfing prmcfmr and a church
organist, Dorsey left his church and was first
know as "Georgia Tom" and Barrelhouse Tom"
far his barrelhouse blues piano pfﬂyr'ng n
spmfzeusfes and aﬁer—ﬁaurs parties.

Dorsey returned to his faith, writing his first
f,';:.r:':'1'fr,.m.JI songs the -zar;y '20s.  But he
continued to straddle the secular and the
sacred. Many churches mjﬂcfﬂdr his unique
sfy:’e, and the ﬁﬂam:fﬂf pu.‘? ﬂf blues was
strong. "I've been thrown out of some of the
!:esf churches in America," he once said.

His .I’:!ﬂ! took a sudden turn when in August
1032, D::wsey's w.l:fc died Jurfﬂg Ehffd'gﬁrffi,
and his son passeJ soon aﬁcr. Turning to his
piano in his grief, he wrote perfmps his
best-known song. "Take my Hand, Precious
Lord.'

Six  years later, Deorsey teamed with an
aspiring and d’ynamr’c singer named Mahalia
facﬁ!&an, and it 15 with her in mind that he
pcnnea; the classic "Peace in the Vﬂﬁey." The
song is said to have been frmpl'mdr f)_g the old
slave song, "We Shall Walk ﬂrraug,fl the
Valﬂsy r.:f Peace."



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
REVENUE/EXPENSE SUMMARY
JANUARY 1, 2008 -
NOVEMBER 30, 2008

Actual Bncfgef 2007
Total Giving 205,127 304,141 283,700
310,130 327,481 300,753
(24,003) (23,340) (25,087)

Expenses

Net Income

(Loss)

Total Giving f:nrr the year 1s under Bm{ga! alJy
$0.000 but over last year .r!)y $11,400. Total
Expenses ﬁrr the year are under Engef L_y
$8,300 but over last year Elg $Q,40l’j; Qur Net
Joss for the year is over Budget by $700 but
under last year By $2, Q00.

Ploase remember that our Budget has an
$I 8 000 short fa.ﬂ. This sfwrifm‘? p]us the
additional $700 loss through Nevember MUST
be made up before the end of the year! We do
not have j‘;ma’s n Conffngency. To those that

have so germmusfy contributed to our Bda’ging
the Gap letter, THANK YOU!

UN-HANGING THE GREENS

On Mam:l’ay, January 5 at 0:30 pfease stop Eg
the church and give us a hand un-cfressr'ng the
tree and removing i, un-ﬁanging the wreaths
and pm:‘.‘zfrlg them ﬁ:lr storage and un-{arar'ng
all we did to decorate the church far
Advent/Christmas. [It's a quick job ilf there are
pfenty af hands to Aa.-’p.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
FOR JANUARY

We are in session five of "The Hidden Hand of
God." This month we will study in depth the
familiar story of Shahdrach, Meshach and
A&Jnegn, and their trial E:_r; ﬁre and also the less
fﬁmi.’far story af King Nebuchadnezzar's dream.
These stories are in Daniel chapters 3 and 4.
The lesson is fomm’ in the famaaryfFefamary
i1ssue a]( Lutheran Woman TO-:;dy magazine.
Also, you can request a copy ﬁ-om the church
aﬁg‘m. We suggest (but not require) that you
read fizraug;r the lesson in preparation.

We will gather Monday, January 10th at 0:30
in the _{eﬂﬂws;:fp hall. We would love it lf you
would come and share in the gaacf feﬂawsfn’p, the

upﬁﬂfng discussion and the jou of growing your
ﬁ.‘l:"t.;l with your )‘;'ierm;s.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
STARTING JANUARY 4

This is the year in the three year lectionary that
we concentrate on the G:Jspef clf Mark so it is
appropriate that we spenJ some time sf:einr:g
Manﬁ in CI,EP[‘;.I Seuemf H-mmes dominate Manfe,
the shortest and oldest uf the gaspcrfs, .l'nfr’ucfr'ng
who Jesus is, what the Kingdom of God is and
what does it mean to be a disciple. Plan to join
us beginning January 4dth at Q:15 in the
Fellowship hall. Eleanor Mecklenburg will be the

discussion leader






